
Edinburgh - City Tour

Join our Edinburgh City Tour and discover the stories, secrets, and sights of the city. Travel 
through our hometown on board our deluxe, open top 16 seater mini coach whilst taking in 
the sights of Edinburgh’s UNESCO World Heritage Centre.

Rates GBP £
Public price

Tour Code Season Adult Child

Edinburgh City Tour (2 hours)
ECTY_09:45 
ECTY_12:15
ECTY_15:15

Low 16.00 13.00

Daily, MTWTFSS - 01/04/19 - 31/03/20
(except 25/12/19, 26/12/19, 01/01/20)  

Mid 17.00 14.00

Departs: 09.45, 12.15, 15.15
Returns: 11.45, 14.15, 17.15

High 18.00 15.00

EDINBURGH CITY TOUR

You hop aboard our Edinburgh bus tour at 
Waterloo Place in central Edinburgh. From here, 
you travel along Princes Street and past Scott’s 
Monument, dedicated to the famous poet and 
writer Sir Walter Scott. Continuing along Princes 
Street under the impressive Edinburgh Castle, 
your English audio guide tells you about the 
famous building itself and the gorgeous gardens 
that sit below it.

We then head to the Grassmarket, with its array 
of small boutique shops, traditional Scottish 
pubs, and restaurants. It functioned both as 
a lively marketplace and a notorious place of 
execution. Back in the day, Edinburgh’s criminals 
were granted one last whisky in the Last Drop pub 
before being strung up near-by.

You learn about Edinburgh’s most famous dog, 
Greyfriars Bobby and travel around Edinburgh’s 
central university area. The buildings here are 
stunning and there’s the chance to spot some of 

the magical places that inspired the Harry Potter 
books. We’ll point out the ‘birthplace’ of Harry 
Potter, The Elephant House Café on George IV 
Bridge, where JK Rowling is said to have written 
some of the books.

We then work our way up to Edinburgh’s 
famous Royal Mile with a short introduction to 
the Old Town. Meandering back down towards 
the New Town, we venture past the Bank of 
Scotland headquarters and the National Gallery 
of Scotland. Here you’ll learn about the Scottish 
pioneers, poets, and writers who once lived in 
these beautiful Georgian buildings. Next, we 
head off the beaten track across the Dean Bridge 
and into Edinburgh’s quaint Dean Village. This 
residential zone was once a separate village and 
is packed full of charming cobbled lanes. We 
continue exploring the area, where you’ll get a 
view of Stewart’s Melville College and the Galleries 
of Modern Art. It‘s here we hear more about 
Edinburgh as a backdrop for various films and 
television productions, including Trainspotting, 
Sunshine on Leith, and Inspector Rebus.

Back towards the city centre, we pass the 
impressive St Mary’s Cathedral, one of three 
cathedrals in Edinburgh. Passing through 
Edinburgh’s prominent business district, Melville 
Street, we then travel along George Street and 
Queen Street before taking you up past Calton Hill. 
With its classically influenced architecture, it offers 
one of the best views of the city.

From here, we head down towards the foot 
of Arthur’s Seat, past the Burns monument to 
Holyrood Park where the regal Holyrood Palace 
is located. Our last leg of the journey takes us up 
through the Canongate, past the John Knox House 
and Scottish Storytelling Centre before heading 
back to Waterloo Place for the end of the city 
sightseeing tour.



RABTO 2

Edinburgh - One Day Tours 

Edinburgh is a magical place. It’s a city of around one million people and sits amongst seven 
hills. There’s a medieval town centre, a gorgeous castle, and many incredible museums.

Take a tour from Edinburgh and combine the magical city with the majesty of the Highlands, 
Borders, and islands of Scotland.

Rates GBP £
Tour 
Code Adult Child

A Taste of Scotland’s Craft Beer & Whisky -
NEW FOR 2020. No children under the age of 18 are allowed on this tour.

FPCBW 34.00 n/a

Tue, Thu, Fri - 02/04/20 - 30/03/21 (except 24/12/20, 25/12/20, 31/12/20, 
01/01/21)

39.00 n/a

Departs: 09.00    Returns: 18.30 45.00 n/a

The Beers, Whiskies & Gins of East Lothian - 
NEW FOR 2020. No children under the age of 18 are allowed on this tour.

BWGIN 34.00 n/a

Mon, Wed, Sat, Sun - 01/04/20 - 31/03/21 (except 26/12/20, 02/01/21) 39.00 n/a

Departs: 09.45    Returns: 17.45 45.00 n/a

Loch Ness, Glencoe & the Highlands LNESS 48.00 45.00

Daily, MTWTFSS - 01/04/20 - 31/03/21 (except 24/12/20, 25/12/20, 
26/12/20, 31/12/20, 01/01/21)  

58.00 55.00

Departs: 08.00    Returns: 20.00 66.00 63.00

Loch Lomond National Park, The Kelpies & Stirling Castle LLOM 39.00 36.00

Daily, MTWTFSS - 01/04/20 - 31/03/21 (except 25/12/20, 26/12/20, 
01/01/21)

46.00 43.00

Departs: 09.15    Returns: 18.30 52.00 49.00

Highland Lochs, Glens & Whisky HLAG 44.00 41.00

Daily, MTWTFSS - 01/04/20 - 31/03/21 (except 25/12/20, 26/12/20, 
01/01/21, 02/01/21)

52.00 49.00

Departs: 09.00    Returns: 18.30 59.00 56.00

West Highlands, Lochs & Castles WHLC 45.00 42.00

Daily, MTWTFSS - 01/04/20 - 31/03/21 (except 25/12/20, 26/12/20, 
01/01/21)

52.00 49.00

Departs: 08.15    Returns: 18.30 59.00 56.00

St. Andrews & the Fishing Villages of Fife STAF 39.00 36.00

Daily, MTWTFSS - 01/04/20 - 31/03/21 (except 25/12/20, 26/12/20, 
01/01/21)

46.00 43.00

Departs: 09.30    Returns: 18.00 52.00 49.00

Rosslyn Chapel & the Scottish Borders DAVI18 34.00 31.00

Daily, MTWTFSS - 01/04/20 - 31/03/21 (except 24/12/20, 25/12/20, 
26/12/20, 01/01/21)

39.00 36.00

Departs: 09.45    Returns: 16.30 45.00 42.00

Alnwick Castle, the Northumberland Coast & the Borders ACBB18 39.00 36.00

Daily, MTWTFSS - 01/04/20 - 31/10/20 45.00 42.00

Departs: 08.45    Returns: 18.15 49.00 46.00

City Tour departures are from Waterloo Place (Bus Stance ZE). Our One & Two Day Tours (except 
CNNESS Tour) depart from Rabbie’s Café at 6 Waterloo Place, Edinburgh EH1 3EG.
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Discover Malt Whisky -
No children under the age of 18 are allowed on this tour.

WHIS 39.00 n/a

Daily, MTWTFSS - 01/04/20 - 31/03/21 (except 24/12/20, 25/12/20, 
26/12/20, 31/12/20, 01/01/21, 02/01/21)

44.00 n/a

Departs: 09.30    Returns: 18.15 48.00 n/a

Hadrian’s Wall, Roman Britain & the Scottish 
Borders

HADSB 44.00 41.00

Daily, MTWTFSS - 01/04/20 - 31/03/21 (except 25/12/20, 26/12/20, 
01/01/21, 02/01/21)

52.00 49.00

Departs: 08.15    Returns: 19.00 59.00 56.00

Outlander Adventure OUTL 47.00 44.00

Daily, MTWTFSS - 01/04/20 - 31/03/21 (except 25/12/20, 26/12/20, 
01/01/21)

51.00 48.00

Departs: 09.15    Returns: 17.45 55.00 52.00

LOW SEASON
01/04/20 to 05/04/20, 01/11/20 to 17/12/20 and 04/01/21 to 31/03/21
MID SEASON
06/04/20 to 31/05/20, 01/10/20 to 31/10/20 and 18/12/20 to 03/01/21 (Christmas & New Year)
HIGH SEASON
01/06/20 to 30/09/20

Discounted rate applies to children aged 5-15 (children must be escorted by an adult). No children 
under 5 please.
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A TASTE OF SCOTLAND’S CRAFT 
BEER & WHISKY

You leave Edinburgh and travel over the Queensferry 
Crossing.

You enter the Kingdom of Fife and make your first 
stop of the day at Kingsbarns Distillery. This old 
farm has been beautifully converted, and on the 
optional tour you can learn about this area’s ancient 
connection to whisky production.

From here, we continue north to the Medieval town 
of St Andrews. This town is home to the third oldest 
university in Britain and a beautiful ruined castle. 
Take a break here for lunch and sample some of 
the local brews.

After this, you take a pleasant drive through the 
rolling countryside of central Fife to Lindores Abbey 
Distillery. This Scottish distillery is built on the site of 
the first ever recorded distiller in the country. Learn 
about the first whisky made in Scotland and sample 
their ‘Aqua Vitae’.

We continue onto Perth and the Innis and Gunn 
Brewery. This innovative brewer is making some of 
the most exciting beers and ales on the market, and 
you have the chance to taste the fresh beers in their 
very own tap room.

From here, it’s a short drive back to Edinburgh.

THE BEERS, WHISKIES & GINS OF 
EAST LOTHIAN

You leave in the morning and head straight to a 
brewery.

But you’re not here to simply drink pints and 
watch the football. Belhaven Brewery is an historic 
location that dates to 1719. You have time here to 
learn about their processes and stories on a tour 
of their recently refurbished establishment.

You continue up the east coast to North Berwick, 
one of the most beautiful seaside villages in East 
Lothian. You have time here to browse their artisan 
shops and enjoy a spot of lunch.

Just a few minutes up the road, you visit NB 
Distillery. This gin producer launched in 2013 
with a mission to develop the “perfect” gin. After 
hundreds of test batches, the result is a 42% 
ABV London Dry gin made with eight traditional 
botanicals. Taste it yourself and find out whether 
they’ve accomplished their goal.

You leave the coastline and arrive at Glenkinchie 
distillery nestled in a peaceful glen. Founded in 
1825, this distillery languished in obscurity for over 
150 years before becoming an international brand 
at the end of the 1980s. Hear how this distillery 
became such a success, see the huge stills, and 
sample the Malt Whiskies.

From here, it’s a short drive through the golden 
wheat and barley fields back to Edinburgh.

NEW
FOR
2020

NEW
FOR
2020

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on
this tour.

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on
this tour.



LOCH NESS, GLENCOE & THE
HIGHLANDS

You leave the cobbled streets of Edinburgh and 
travel past Linlithgow Palace and Stirling Castle. 
This region is soaked in history, so sit back and 
relax as your driver-guide entertains you with the 
tales of Mary Queen of Scots, William Wallace, and 
Scottish folklore. If you keep a look out, you can 
catch a glimpse of the Kelpies. These 30-metre 
tall horse head sculptures need to be seen to be 
believed. Your first stop is in the town of Callander 
on the edge of the Loch Lomond and Trossachs 
National Park. You can grab coffee here and peruse 
the yummy local delicacies on offer. After this stop, 
it’s time to get your camera ready. Because as you 
travel north into the Highlands, the landscapes 
suddenly become more provocative. Shimmering 
lochs, rugged mountains, forest filled glens: it’s 
all so beautiful that it’s easy to forget these were 
once battlegrounds for fiercely territorial Highland 
clans. You stop in Glencoe, one of the most famous 
natural landmarks in all of Scotland. This beautiful 
area boasts steep slopes and photogenic peaks. 
Your driver-guide may reveal to you the tragic tale 
that’s haunted this valley for over 300 years. You 
then enter the glacial valley known as the Great Glen 
and pass under the shadow of Ben Nevis, Britain’s 
tallest mountain. After this visual feast of mighty 
inclines, you arrive in Fort Augustus on the banks 
of Loch Ness. At 23 miles long and over 700ft deep, 
Loch Ness is the largest loch by volume in Scotland. 
You have around one hour and a half here. You can 
search for the infamous monster on a relaxing boat 
cruise, wander around the shores of the loch at your 
own pace and grab a bite to eat. Your journey south 
is packed full of classic Highland scenery. You travel 
through the curvy Cairngorms National Park, along 
Loch Laggan, and past Blair Castle. Amongst the tall 
trees of Perthshire, you have a final refreshment 
break before journeying alongside the UNESCO 
Forth Rail Bridge and back into Edinburgh.

LOCH LOMOND NATIONAL PARK, 
THE KELPIES & STIRLING CASTLE

Leave Edinburgh and travel through the historic 
grace of Linlithgowshire. Your guide will help you 
spot Linlithgow palace, the birthplace of Mary 
Queen of Scots.

On the way to Loch Lomond you stop at the 
Kelpies Monument. These two horses’ heads stand 
as a testament to the horsepower that drove the 
industrial development of Central Scotland.

From here you head to the shores of Loch Lomond, 
which is Scotland’s largest loch and is protected as 
Scotland’s first National Park.

This is the perfect place to enjoy a walk along the 
‘bonny banks’ and take in fantastic views of the 
mountains. This tranquil area was once the home 
of Scotland’s famous highland folk hero, Rob Roy 
MacGregor.

By spending time on the trails by the loch you’ll 
be walking in the footsteps of one of Scotland’s 
greatest legends.

You then head into the Trossachs or ‘The Highlands 
in Miniature’, where the Lowlands meet the 
Highlands. Steep mountains, shimmering lochs, 
and thick forests: this area is stunning. You stop 
for lunch in the heart of the National Park then 
continue to the city of Stirling where you can visit 
one of Scotland’s most magnificent castles.

You can choose to take in the views from inside and 
understand why this castle was so instrumental in 
Scottish history. From here our short journey back 
to Edinburgh passes the Kelpies once again before 
arriving back in the capital.



HIGHLAND LOCHS, GLENS & WHISKY

Leave Edinburgh and travel over the Queensferry 
Crossing to the Kingdom of Fife. Travelling north 
the scenery changes from the rolling farmland of 
the lowlands to forested hills and mountains as 
you approach the highland fault line.

On the banks of the River Tay you find the gorgeous 
cathedral town of Dunkeld. You stop here and 
have the chance to explore the architecturally 
fascinating cathedral and the quaint streets of 
this picturesque village.

It’s a short drive from here to the Hermitage, 
where you can take a fantastic woodland walk 
leading up to the Black Linn Falls.

Leaving the Hermitage, you follow the wide valley 
of the River Tay towards the Victorian resort town 
of Pitlochry. You spend around one hour here, so 
you can visit the many great shops or have lunch.

After lunch, you take a scenic drive through the 
mountains of Highland Perthshire and take a short 
stop at the Queen’s View overlooking Loch Tummel. 
On a clear day the view here is awe-inspiring as it 
looks over to the unmistakable peak of Schiehallion 
and beyond to the mountains of Glencoe.

Continuing alongside Loch Tummel, you head over 
the hills into the ancient lands of Breadalbane, 
or the ‘High Country’ surrounding Loch Tay. You 
make a stop at the waterside village of Kenmore.

From here you travel the short distance to 
the town of Aberfeldy and Dewar’s Aberfeldy 
Distillery, where you can discover the secret of 
how Scotland’s national drink is made. 

After enjoying a dram of our ‘water of life’, the 
tour returns you to the lowlands and back to 
Edinburgh.

* Starting from November, Dewar’s Distillery is closed 
on Sundays throughout the winter. On these days you 
will be visiting Glenturret Distillery instead. Please 
note that you MAY also visit Glenturret on these dates:

21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th, 31st of 
December

3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st 
of January

7th, 14th, 21st, 28th of February

7th, 14th, 21st, 28th of March



WEST HIGHLANDS, LOCHS & CASTLES 
visits Doune Castle, used as a film 
location for the “Outlander” series - 
based on the books by Diana Gabaldon.

It also visits Inveraray Castle, featured in 
the Christmas Special of “Downton Abbey”.

Leaving Edinburgh, you travel west, past Stirling 
castle to your first stop at Doune Castle.

This castle was built over 600 years ago and is still in 
great condition. You’ll have time to visit the castle. 
And if you’re a fan of ‘Monty Python and The Holy 
Grail’, ‘The Outlaw King’, or the ‘Outlander’ series, 
you can learn about how the castle was used as a 
filming set.

You then continue through Callander and cross 
the Highland Boundary Fault Line leaving behind 
the rolling farmland for the wild mountains and 
forests of the Highlands.

You make a short stop at Loch Lubnaig and 
continue over the Braes of Balquhidder.

From Balquhidder, the tour winds its way through 
the tough knot of mountains known as Breadalbane 
(meaning the ‘high country of Scotland’).

Before lunch, you have a photo stop to admire 
Kilchurn Castle, a magnificent ruin situated on 
the edge of Loch Awe and former home of the 
Campbells of Breadalbane.

WEST HIGHLANDS, LOCHS & CASTLES

You continue along the banks of Loch Awe through 
Campbell country to the picturesque town of 
Inveraray on the shores of Loch Fyne.

Here you can admire the 18th-century castle (open 
to visitors April until October), take time to explore 
the town, or head to the Old Jail.

Leaving Inveraray, you take a drive up through the 
steep-sided mountains known as the Arrochar Alps 
to the great viewpoint at ‘Rest and Be Thankful’. 

You then skirt around Loch Long and down to the 
‘Bonnie, Bonnie Banks’ of Loch Lomond. You make 
a short stop at the conservation village of Luss, 
where you can wander around taking in its quaint 
houses and stunning views across the loch.

From here, you make your way back to Edinburgh, 
with a short photo stop underneath Stirling Castle.



ST ANDREWS & THE FISHING
VILLAGES OF FIFE

You leave Edinburgh and travel north to South 
Queensferry. You travel over the Queensferry 
Crossing and get a great view of one of Scotland’s 
greatest man-made landmarks, the Forth Rail 
Bridge. You then enter the Kingdom of Fife and 
stop in the traditional fishing village of Anstruther 
(known as ‘Ainster’ locally), where you can check 
out the old cobbled streets and take a walk along 
the seafront to the harbour. From Anstruther, 
we continue north to the medieval town of 
St Andrews. St Andrew is the patron Saint of 
Scotland, and according to legend his remains 
were washed up on the Fife coast. St Andrews is 
also home to the third oldest university in Britain 
and a beautiful ruined castle perched on a cliff. 
You have around two and a half hours to explore 
this fascinating town.

After St Andrews, we take a pleasant drive through 
the rolling countryside of central Fife to Falkland. 
Falkland Palace dominates this old village and was 
one of the main residences of the old Royal family 
of Scotland, the Stewarts (Stuarts). Aside from 
the palace the village is simply one of the most 
beautiful in Scotland with an array of old cottages 
and narrow winding streets. Leaving Falkland, we 
return to Edinburgh, passing Loch Leven, where 
Mary Queen of Scots was imprisoned by her 
Protestant nobility. And then we once again cross 
the Firth of Forth and return to the city centre.

ROSSLYN CHAPEL & THE
SCOTTISH BORDERS

Your tour takes you south to the beautiful Scott’s 
View, oerlooking the Tweed Valley. You then get 
the opportunity to visit the nearby statue of the 
great Scottish patriot, William Wallace.

From here, you travel to Melrose where you can 
visit the ruined Melrose abbey, founded by the 
Cistercians in the 12th Century. The Cistercian 
monks had close connections with the Knights 
Templar, and legend tells that Melrose Abbey is the 
burial place of Robert the Bruce’s heart, brought 
back from the crusades in Moorish Spain.

Following lunch in Melrose, you make your way to 
the stunning 15th century Rosslyn Chapel, made 
world famous in Dan Brown’s book, ‘Da Vinci Code’. 
Here you have time to explore the chapel and find 
out more about the myths and legends surrounding 
the whereabouts of the ‘Holy Grail’.

After your visit to Rosslyn Chapel, you return to 
Edinburgh.

This tour visits Falkland, used as a film 
location for the “Outlander” series - 
based on the books by Diana Gabaldon.



ALNWICK CASTLE, THE NORTHUM-
BERLAND COAST & THE BORDERS

Your tour begins by following the road that 
connected Caledonia with Roman Britannia. You 
stop in Kelso, where you explore this handsome 
town and what is thought to be Scotland’s largest 
market square. You also see the ruins of Kelso 
Abbey, a reminder of the many ancient conflicts 
between Scotland and England.

Continuing South, you cross the border and travel 
to Alnwick Castle, an immense fortification that 
has stood strong for nearly a millennium. It was 
originally built to assert Norman rule over newly 
conquered lands. 

But more recently Alnwick Castle and its perfectly 
manicured gardens have found fame as one of the 
settings for the fictional Hogwarts school in the 
Harry Potter movie series.

Book lovers should take the opportunity to explore 
one of the largest and most impressive second-
hand book shops in Britain.

After around three hours at Alnwick, you travel 
north along the Northumberland Coast. You stop on 
your way back to Edinburgh at one of the beautiful 
historic villages or castles that pepper the rolling 
landscapes of Southern Scotland.

HADRIAN’S WALL, ROMAN
BRITAIN & SCOTTISH BORDERS

You travel on old Roman Dere Street, which linked 
the supply ports of the south of England up to 
modern day Scotland.

Your first stop on this tour is the border town 
of Jedburgh, a historic burgh dominated by a 
magnificent 12th century Augustinian Abbey.

On arrival in Jedburgh, you may have time to take 
a short walk through the narrow streets and visit 
this impressive ruin.

Continuing south we make a stop at the scenic 
Carter Bar on the edge of the Cheviot Hills. This 
crossing point between Scotland and England 
runs close to the ancient Roman road and has 
formed the border between the two countries for 
the past 700 years.

The tour continues through the magnificent 
forests of Northumberland National Park before 
turning west towards Hadrian’s Wall.

We follow the road that takes us along the south 
side of the wall, stopping at Steel Rigg. You have 
time to walk beside the wall and experience the 
isolation that Roman foot soldiers would have 
experienced as they guarded their empire from 
the ‘barbarians’ to the north.

You continue your journey along the wall where 
your guide will recommend the best of the sites 
to visit.

You have time to explore sections of the wall or 
the remains of the Roman settlements before you 
turn north and travel back to Edinburgh through 
the Galloway hills.

TRUE FACT:
The Outer Bailey at Alnwick Castle is 
recognisable as the area where Har-
ry and his fellow students learned to 
fly broomsticks with Madam Hooch. 
It is also where Harry learned the 
rules of wizarding sport Quidditch”



DISCOVER MALT WHISKY

Your tour takes you west past Stirling to Glengoyne 
distillery.

The tour here introduces you to the simple but 
magical process of turning barley, water, and 
yeast into whisky.

From here, you take a scenic drive to the shores 
of Loch Lomond for a tasty pub lunch and the 
chance to sample some local beers. After lunch 
we recommend a short walk to the viewpoint 
overlooking the loch before heading towards the 
second distillery of the day.

Deanston Distillery is a converted cotton mill on 
the banks of the River Teith has many interesting 
features and produces some unique whisky 
flavours. After a relaxed afternoon visit here you 
return to Edinburgh with the stories and flavours 
of single malt whisky fresh in your mind.

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on 
this tour.

OUTLANDER ADVENTURE

Leave Edinburgh and travel back in time as your 
driver-guide takes you over the Queensferry 
Crossing to Culross. This virtually unchanged 
16th-century village overlooks the sea and poses 
as the fictional town of Cranesmuir. You have time 
to visit Claire’s herb garden, explore the palace, 
or wander the ancient streets while you imagine 
what life must have been like 400 years ago.

You journey past Stirling Castle and the Wallace 
Monument to Doune Castle, or as it’s called 
in  Outlander, Castle Leoch. This formidable 
building gives you an insight into the living 
conditions of a Scottish earl in the 14th century. 
You can also listen to an excellent audio guide 
about how this castle was used as a filming 
location for  Monty Python and the Holy Grail. 
Your next stop is Linlithgow Palace. Here you 
have time to enjoy beautiful views to the Forth 
bridges, have a picnic by the loch, and explore the 
ruins of Mary Queen of Scots’ birthplace. And if 
you’re feeling brave, you can visit the spot where 
thatgruesome Outlander scene took place. 

You then travel the short distance to Blackness 
Castle. It’s an impressive castle that’s known as 
the ‘ship that never sailed’ because it resembles a 
giant stone boat. You have time to walk along the 
ramparts and explore the fictional headquarters 
of Jack Randall. Midhope Castle is your next 
highlight. Unfortunately, visitors are unable to go
inside the castle, but Jamie’s lovely Lallybroch 
home is still an essential photo opportunity for 
any fan of the show. Before we head back to 
Edinburgh, you have a final stop in the colourful 
harbour area of South Queensferry.



Edinburgh - Extended Tours 

When you have more than a day to tour with us your choices get even better.  You will 
enjoy more time to venture off the main roads, get onto the back roads and go to those 
breathtaking locations where only smaller buses can go.  

Our 2DAYLNH Tour and 3DSKY Tour depart from Rabbie’s Café at 6 Waterloo Place, Edinburgh EH1 3EG; 
tours of 3 days and more (except 3DSKY Tour) depart from Edinburgh Bus Station at St. Andrew Sq. 
EH2 2AD.

Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

B&B 159.00 127.20

Single 185.00

Hotel 179.00 143.20

Single 235.00

B&B 179.00 143.20

Single 199.00

Hotel 195.00 156.00

Single 249.00

B&B 189.00 151.20

Single 215.00

Hotel 209.00 167.20

Single 265.00

Departure Information

Daily, MTWTFSS - 01/04/20 - 31/03/21
(except 11/11/20, 12/11/20, 24/12/20, 25/12/20, 

26/12/20, 31/12/20, 01/01/21)

Departs: 08.45    Returns: 19.00

Loch Ness, Inverness & the Highlands 2 days Tour code: 2DAYLNH

Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

B&B 269.00 215.20

Single 329.00

Hotel 339.00 271.20

Single 489.00

B&B 335.00 268.00

Single 389.00

Hotel 399.00 319.20

Single 549.00

B&B 369.00 295.20

Single 409.00

Hotel 419.00 335.20

Single 569.00

Departure Information

Daily, MTWTFSS - 01/04/20 - 31/03/21 (except 
10/11/20, 11/11/20, 12/11/20, 23/12/20, 24/12/20, 
25/12/20, 26/12/20, 30/12/20, 31/12/20, 01/01/21)

Departs: 08.30    Returns: 19.00

The Isle of Skye 3 days Tour code: 3DSKY

Please note that this tour departs from 
Rabbie’s Café, Waterloo Place, EH1 3EG.

Please note that this tour departs from 
Rabbie’s Café, Waterloo Place, EH1 3EG.
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Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

B&B 269.00 n/a

Single 305.00

Hotel 309.00 n/a

Single 349.00

B&B 299.00 n/a

Single 335.00

Hotel 339.00 n/a

Single 379.00

B&B 319.00 n/a

Single 355.00

Hotel 359.00 n/a

Single 399.00

Departure Information

Monday -  27/04/20 - 12/10/20 
  

Wednesday - 01/04/20 - 16/12/20
(except 11/11/20) plus 03/03/21 - 31/03/21

   
Friday - 03/04/20 - 30/10/20

Departs: 09.15    Returns: 18.30

Speyside Whisky Trail 3 days Tour code: 3DSPEY

Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

B&B 269.00 215.20

Single 309.00

Hotel 339.00 271.20

Single 379.00

B&B 299.00 239.20

Single 339.00

Hotel 369.00 295.20

Single 409.00

B&B 319.00 255.20

Single 359.00

Hotel 389.00 311.20

Single 429.00

Departure Information

 Monday - 06/04/20 - 26/10/20
 

Thursday - 02/04/20 - 29/10/20

Departs: 08.45    Returns: 19.00

Lake District Explorer 3 days Tour code: 3DLKD

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on 
this tour.

Please note the departure point for this tour is 
Edinburgh Bus Station (gates J & K), St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh EH2 2AD

Please note the departure point for this tour is 
Edinburgh Bus Station (gates J & K), St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh EH2 2AD
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Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

B&B n/a n/a

Single n/a

Hotel n/a n/a

Single n/a

B&B 299.00 239.20

Single 369.00

Hotel 369.00 295.20

Single 419.00

B&B 325.00 260.00

Single 389.00

Hotel 389.00 311.20

Single 439.00

Departure Information

Monday - 06/04/20 - 26/10/20

Departs: 08.30    Returns: 19.15

Isle of Arran Adventure 3 days Tour code: 3DAAAC

Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

B&B 389.00 n/a 

Single 469.00   

Hotel 469.00 n/a 

Single 625.00

B&B 449.00 n/a 

Single 519.00   

Hotel 515.00  n/a 

Single 669.00 

B&B 489.00 n/a 

Single 555.00   

Hotel 549.00 n/a 

Single 705.00

Departure Information

Wednesday - 06/05/20 - 14/10/20
 

Friday - 03/04/20 - 30/10/20

Departs: 09.00    Returns: 19.00

Outlander Trail 4 days Tour code: 4DOUT

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on 
this tour.

Please note the departure point for this tour is 
Edinburgh Bus Station (gates J & K), St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh EH2 2AD

Please note the departure point for this tour is 
Edinburgh Bus Station (gates J & K), St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh EH2 2AD
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01 april 2020 to 31 march 2021

Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

B&B n/a n/a

Single n/a

Hotel n/a n/a

Single n/a

B&B 429.00 343.20

Single 509.00

Hotel 559.00 447.20

Single 749.00

B&B 449.00 359.20

Single 529.00

Hotel 579.00 463.20

Single 769.00

Departure Information

Tuesday - 07/04/20 - 27/10/20

Departs: 09.00    Returns: 19.00

Magical Mull, Isle of Iona & West Highlands 4 days Tour code: 4DMULL

Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

RO1 485.00 n/a

Single1 619.00

Hotel2 609.00 n/a

Single2 659.00

RO1 515.00 n/a

Single1 649.00

Hotel2 639.00 n/a

Single2 695.00

RO1 545.00 n/a

Single1 685.00

Hotel2 669.00 n/a

Single2 719.00

Departure Information

Monday¹ - 06/04/20 - 26/10/20
(except 25/05/20) plus 01/03/21 - 29/03/21

  
 Wednesday² - 01/04/20 - 23/09/20

(except 29/04/20, 20/05/20, 27/05/20,
03/06/20, 15/07/20, 29/07/20)  

 
Friday¹ - 03/04/20 - 30/10/20
(except 22/05/20, 29/05/20)

Departs: 08.30    Returns: 19.00

Islay & the Whisky Coast 4 days Tour code: 4DISLAY

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on 
this tour.

Key: 
¹ = Self Catering Cottages (incl. Continental 
Breakfast) only 
² = Hotel only Accommodation 

Please note the departure point for this tour is 
Edinburgh Bus Station (gates J & K), St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh EH2 2AD

Please note the departure point for this tour is Edinburgh Bus Station (gates J & K), St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh EH2 2AD
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Please note the departure point for this tour is 
Edinburgh Bus Station (gates J & K), St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh EH2 2AD

Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

B&B 389.00 311.20

Single 475.00

B&B 445.00 356.00

Single 525.00

B&B 479.00 383.20

Single 559.00

Departure Information

Monday - 06/04/20 - 29/03/21 
 

Wednesday - 01/04/20 - 28/10/20 

Departs: 09.15    Returns: 18.30

Isle of Skye & West Highlands 4 days Tour code: 4DSKWH

(No hotel package available for this tour.)

Departure Information

Friday - 15/05/20 - 25/09/20

Departs: 08.45    Returns: 18.30

Scottish Castles Experience 4 days Tour code: 4DSCEX

Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

B&B n/a n/a

Single n/a

Hotel n/a n/a

Single n/a

B&B 445.00 356.00

Single 489.00

Hotel 529.00 423.20

Single 645.00

B&B 469.00 375.20

Single 515.00

Hotel 555.00 444.00

Single 669.00

Please note the departure point for this tour is 
Edinburgh Bus Station (gates J & K), St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh EH2 2AD
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Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

B&B n/a n/a

Single n/a

Hotel n/a n/a

Single n/a

B&B 609.00 487.20

Single 709.00

Hotel 709.00 567.20

Single 809.00

B&B 649.00 519.20

Single 749.00

Hotel 749.00 599.20

Single 849.00

Departure Information

Monday - 04/05/20 - 12/10/20

Departs: 09.00    Returns: 18.30

Outer Hebrides & the Scottish Highlands 5 days Tour code: 5DHEBHIGH

Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

B&B 529.00 423.20

Single 609.00

Hotel 639.00 511.20

Single 829.00

B&B 579.00 463.20

Single 659.00

Hotel 689.00 551.20

Single 879.00

B&B 609.00 487.20

Single 689.00

Hotel 719.00 575.20

Single 909.00

Departure Information

Tuesday - 07/04/20 - 27/10/20  
 

Thursday - 09/04/20 - 24/09/20  
 

Saturday - 04/04/20 - 21/11/20
plus 20/03/21 - 27/03/21  

Departs: 09.00    Returns: 19.00

Highland Explorer: Skye & Far North 5 days Tour code: 5DHIGH

Please note the departure point 
for this tour is Edinburgh Bus 
Station (gates J & K), St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh EH2 2AD

Please note the departure point for this tour is 
Edinburgh Bus Station (gates J & K), St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh EH2 2AD
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Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

B&B 589.00 471.20

Single 629.00

Hotel 649.00 519.20

Single 839.00

B&B 649.00 519.20

Single 685.00

Hotel 709.00 567.20

Single 899.00

B&B 689.00 551.20

Single 725.00

Hotel 749.00 599.20

Single 939.00

Departure Information

Monday - 06/04/20 - 26/10/20
 

Wednesday - 01/04/20 - 14/10/20 
 

Friday - 01/05/20 - 25/09/20
 

Saturday - 04/04/20 - 26/09/20

Departs: 09.00    Returns: 19.00

Iona, Mull & the Isle of  Skye 5 days Tour code: 5DIONA

Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

B&B 579.00 463.20

Single 689.00

Hotel 699.00 559.20

Single 869.00

B&B 639.00 511.20

Single 739.00

Hotel 759.00 607.20

Single 925.00

B&B 669.00 535.20

Single 769.00

Hotel 789.00 631.20

Single 949.00

Departure Information

Tuesday - 05/05/20 - 29/09/20
(except 23/06/20)

 
Wednesday - 01/04/20 - 14/10/20

(except 17/06/20) plus 24/03/21 - 31/03/21

 Friday - 03/04/20 - 30/10/20 (except 19/06/20) 
plus 19/03/21 - 26/03/21 

 
Sunday - 05/04/20 - 18/10/20

(except 21/06/20)

Departs: 08.30    Returns: 19.00

Orkney & Scotland’s Northern Coast 5 days Tour code: 5DORK

Please note the departure point for this tour is 
Edinburgh Bus Station (gates J & K), St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh EH2 2AD

Please note the departure point for this tour is 
Edinburgh Bus Station (gates J & K), St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh EH2 2AD
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Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

B&B 699.00 559.20 

Single 819.00   

Hotel 835.00 668.00 

Single 1029.00 

B&B 759.00 607.20 

Single 875.00  

Hotel 885.00 708.00 

Single 1079.00

B&B 799.00 639.20 

Single 919.00   

Hotel 929.00 743.20 

Single 1125.00

Departure Information

 
Tuesday - 07/04/20 - 27/10/20

Sunday - 05/04/20 - 04/10/20 

Departs: 09.00    Returns: 19.00

Outer Hebrides & Skye Adventure 6 days Tour code: 6DHEBSKY

Rates GBP £
Price

Adult Child

B&B 529.00 423.20 

Single 599.00   

Hotel 665.00 423.20 

Single 755.00

B&B 559.00 447.20 

Single 629.00   

Hotel 695.00 447.20 

Single 785.00

B&B 370.56  439.20

Single 629.00

Hotel 457.60  548.00

Single 769.00

Departure Information

Monday - 06/04/20 - 26/10/20
plus 22/03/21 - 29/03/21

Thursday - 07/05/20 - 01/10/20  

Departs: 08.45    Returns: 19.00

York, the Dales, Lake District & Hadrian’s Wall 5 days Tour code: 5DNENG

LOW SEASON
01/04/20 to 05/04/20, 01/11/20 to 17/12/20 and 04/01/21 to 31/03/21
MID SEASON
06/04/20 to 31/05/20, 01/10/20 to 31/10/20 and 18/12/20 to 03/01/21 (Christmas & New Year)
HIGH SEASON
01/06/20 to 30/09/20

Discounted rate applies to children aged 5-15 (children must be escorted by an adult). No children 
under 5 please.

Please note the departure point for this tour is 
Edinburgh Bus Station (gates J & K), St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh EH2 2AD

Please note the departure point for this tour is 
Edinburgh Bus Station (gates J & K), St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh EH2 2AD
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LOCH NESS, INVERNESS &
THE HIGHLANDS

2 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

- Clamber through the curves and culture of the 
Cairngorms National Park

- Find out about Inverness, ‘the Capital of the 
Highlands’

You leave Edinburgh and head north across the 
River Forth towards the Highlands. You make a 
short stop in one of the quintessential Scottish 
towns bordering the highland fault line, before 
crossing into the Cairngorms National Park. 
There are numerous options on route including 
a famous whisky distillery, stunning caledonian 
forest walks, ancient standing stones, world-
changing battlefields, and beautiful lochs. What 
you do today will be decided by your group 
and the ever- changing Scottish climate. Ample 
time for lunch will be given en route. You then 
continue north and arrive in Inverness, where 
you’re dropped off at your accommodation. The 
evening is free for you to explore the capital of 
the Highlands.

DAY 2

- Try to spot the Loch Ness Monster on a boat 
trip (April - October)

- Survey the famous mountains and valleys of 
Glencoe

After a leisurely breakfast you’re picked up 
from your accommodation and taken into the 
surrounding countryside. You travel to Loch 
Ness where you have the chance to take a boat 
trip along the loch or stay on shore and visit the 
impressive ruins of Urquhart castle overlooking 
the loch.

Our journey continues south through the Great 
Glen past Ben Nevis, the highest mountain in UK 
and Fort William. You stop for lunch along the way 
before arriving in Glencoe. The return journey 
continues over the wild and remote Rannoch 
Moor and into the lowland scenery around 
Stirling, before finally reaching our starting point 
of Edinburgh. 



DAY 3

Today you return to the mainland on the ferry 
running between Lochranza and Claonaig. This 
short 30-minute crossing takes you onto the 
Kintyre Peninsula. You travel along the coastal 
road to the charming fishing village of Tarbert. 
The village sits on the narrowest strip of land 
between the two bodies of water, forming a 
natural harbour.

From Tarbert you follow Loch Fyne toward the 
whitewashed village of Inveraray, where you have 
free time to explore and have lunch. After lunch 
you continue over the ‘The Rest and be Thankful’ 
mountain pass. From here it’s a short drive to Luss 
and the bonnie banks of Loch Lomond before 
returning to Edinburgh.

ISLE OF ARRAN ADVENTURE

3 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

You travel west past Glasgow and the Whitelee 
Wind Farm, Europe’s largest wind farm.You then 
leave the modern landscapes, and travel into 
Ayrshire to visit the 18th century Culzean Castle. 
Here you have time to enjoy its dramatic cliff top 
setting, beautiful architecture, and elegant living 
spaces. You can also have lunch in the cafe or a 
picnic in the beautiful castle grounds.

Travelling towards Robert Burns’ birthplace you 
discover the places from his poems and songs. 
You stop at the visitor centre in Alloway, where 
you have the opportunity to find out more about 
this remarkable man. You continue to Ardrossan 
where you catch the ferry to the Isle of Arran. 
You’re dropped off at your accommodation in 
Brodick.

DAY 2

Arran is alive with wildlife, mountains, beaches, 
pubs, and restaurants. There are many options 
of how you can spend your time on the island, 
depending on the weather and your group’s 
interest; your driver guide will arrange the best 
day out for you. You may explore the mountainous 
north of the island, some of Arran’s, best beaches, 
Lochranza Castle, and the Arran Distillery. Arran is 
also home to many stone circles dating from the 
Neolithic period and the early Bronze Age. You 
visit Machrie Moor and its six stone circles; and 
after exploring this area you travel south through 
the harbour villages of Blackwaterfoot. 

Travelling back to Brodick you see The Holy 
Isle across the water, owned by the Samye Ling 
Buddhist Community. You may make a stop at 
the Arran Cheese shop, a family owned business 
that’s now famous all over the world. At Brodick 
we find Brodick Castle, and situated in the shadow 
of this imposing red sandstone castle is Arran 
Brewery. This microbrewery blends naturally with 
its stunning surroundings, combining the island’s 
unique water with the finest local ingredients. You 
can sample this ale in many of the local pubs and
restaurants; a perfect way to round off your day!



THE ISLE OF SKYE

3 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

- Learn about Scotland’s most important battles 
as we pass Stirling Castle

- Admire the mountainous splendour of the Five 
Sisters of Kintail

- Take an epic photo of the gorgeous Eilean 
Donan Castle

- Wander around the cute seaside village of 
Portree

You depart Edinburgh and travel west. This part of 
your journey is a history lover’s dream. You pass 
Stirling Castle, the Wallace Monument, and Doune
Castle, before stopping in Callander for 
refreshments. Next, we venture north through 
the splendid scenery surrounding Loch Lubnaig 
and up to the wild desolation of Rannoch Moor. 
You continue through the spectacular mountain 
pass of Glencoe, scene of the great massacre of 
the Clan MacDonald in 1692. And after lunch we 
pass Britain’s highest mountain, Ben Nevis, and 
head into the Great Glen. Travelling west, you head 
past the Five Sisters of Kintail. You then stop at the 
famous Eilean Donan Castle, one of Scotland’s 
most photographed castles. Crossing over the 
bridge to Skye, you follow the dramatic coastline, 
towards the island’s capital, Portree. And after all 
this breath-taking beauty, you’re dropped off at 
your accommodation in the early evening with 
enough time to go out and explore the town.

DAY 2

- Explore the natural wonders of Skye

- Enjoy spectacular views of the Trotternish Ridge

- Learn about the legends and battles that shaped 
the island’s culture

Today is a flexible day on Skye; and your driver-
guide ensures you take a unique route that suits 
the weather, the local events, and your group’s 
interests. You can travel north to the Trotternish 
Ridge and beyond. Here you find the geological 
wonders like Old Man of Storr, Kilt Rock, and the 
stunning mountain pass of the Quiraing. Or your 
guide may take you back in time and teach you 
about the legends and clan culture surrounding 

the 13th-century home of the Clan MacLeod, 
Dunvegan Castle. You return from to Portree in 
the evening.

DAY 3

- Try and spot the Loch Ness Monster

- Journey through the pine-clad region of 
Perthshire

You travel south through the Cuillin Hills and back 
over to the mainland for stunning views over 
Loch Duich and the Five Sisters of Kintail. You 
visit Loch Ness for lunch and the chance to spot 
“Nessie”! Heading south through the Grampian 
mountains along Loch Laggan, famous now as 
“Monarch of the Glen Country” before passing 
Dalwhinnie and onwards past Blair Castle. We stop 
for refreshments in one of the Perthshire villages 
before heading past Perth, over the Firth of Forth, 
and back to Edinburgh.

TRUE FACT:

One of the most notable sights in 
many parts of western Scotland, 
particularly in Argyll, is the rhodo-
dendron, a plant introduced in the 
18th and 19th Centuries. Its ability 
to colonise poor ground, together 
with its dense foliage that inhibits 
light reaching smaller plants, of-
ten makes people regard it more 
as a weed than an exotic plant to 
be nurtured.



SPEYSIDE WHISKY TRAIL

3 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

- Travel through the inspirational landscapes of 
the Cairngorms National Park

- Sample your first delicious whisky of the tour

You head north through the Kingdom of Fife to 
Lindores Abbey Distillery. This modern Scottish 
distillery is built on the site of the first ever 
recorded distiller in the country. After lunch in 
Pitlochry, you can sample the delights of Scotland’s 
highest distillery at Dalwhinnie, near the source 
of the River Spey. Once you’ve warmed with this 
dram of “the gentle spirit”, you continue through 
the Cairngorms National Park before reaching 
Grantown on Spey, your base for two nights.

DAY 2

- Understand the craftsmanship of the whisky 
cask at the Speyside Cooperage

A whole day exploring Scotland’s most famous 
whisky region. After a scenic drive towards the 
coast, your first stop of the day is at the family 
owned Benromach Distillery, where you can go on 
a personalised tour. You travel back up the Spey 
River to Craigellachie for a visit to the Speyside 
Cooperage*, where you see another aspect of 
the whisky making process. After lunch here or in 
nearby Aberlour, you visit Glenfiddich Distillery, 
home to the world’s most popular single malt. 
Tradition and passion have shaped the distinctive 
flavours of this Speyside favourite since the Grant 
family first started distilling in this area more 
than 130 years ago. From here, you travel back to 
Grantown on Spey.

*Speyside Cooperage is only visited on Monday 
and Wednesday departures.

DAY 3

- Admire the peaks of the famous Cairngorms 
National Park

- Walk in the footsteps of the Royal Family in the 
beautiful Royal Deeside region

For the Friday departures - days 1 and 
3 of the itinerary will be reversed and 
the tour does not visit the Speyside 
Cooperage.

Please note – the itinerary and distillery 
visits are subject to variation throughout 
the season and may not be the same 
described below, However there will 
always be a minimum of 4 distillery 
visits during the tour. 

Special Interest Whisky!

In the morning you visit Glenlivet, which is both 
a distillery and a beautiful glen with serene walks 
and wonderful wildlife. You then enjoy the majesty 
of Royal Deeside. You pass by Balmoral Castle, 
and stop in the village of Braemar in the heart 
of the National Park. From here the route south 
passes over Scotland’s highest mountain pass, 
through Perthshire, and back to Edinburgh. Please 
note that this itinerary and the distillery visits are 
subject to change.

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on 
this tour.



take a leisurely cruise on the Lake or eat lunch while 
enjoying sublime views of the surrounding scenery. 
After lunch you travel around the southern tip of 
Windermere and on towards Coniston Water. Your 
next stop is the picturesque conservation village of 
Hawkshead, where the poet William Wordsworth 
attended Grammar School. After exploring the cosy 
village, you take the narrow country lanes north 
towards Grasmere, which Wordsworth described 
as “the loveliest spot that man hath found”. There’s 
free time to enjoy the peace and tranquillity of the 
Wordsworth Daffodil Garden by the River Rothy. And 
there’s Sarah Nelson’s Gingerbread shop you have to 
visit to try the best gingerbread in the world. In the 
late afternoon, you return to Keswick.

DAY 3

- Set your sights on sweepings views from atop the 
Whinlatter Pass

- Learn about the slate mines at the Honister 
Mountain Pass

We pick you up from your accommodation and head 
for the Whinlatter Forest Park and over the Whinlatter 
Pass into the most dramatic landscapes that the 
Lake District has to offer. You journey along winding 
lanes, through the rural village of High Lorton, past 
the shores of Crummock Water and Buttermere, 
and towards the Honister Mountain Pass. Stopping 
amongst the mountains you have the opportunity 
to visit old slate workings, where a small number 
of Cumbrians continue to make their living. After 
refreshments, you continue through the forests of 
Borrowdale, passing Derwent Water, where there’s 
free time for lunch and shopping. Once you’ve 
eaten lunch, you begin your return journey, heading 
towards Penrith and north towards the border. After 
crossing into Scotland, you take a stop in the town 
of Biggar, a royal burgh since 1415. From here it’s a 
leisurely drive through the rolling border hills back to 
Edinburgh.

THE LAKE DISTRICT EXPLORER 

3 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

- Travel over the smooth rolling hills of the Scottish 
Borders

- Explore the ancient ruins of Penrith Castle

- Take as many photographs as you can at ‘England’s 
most beautiful lake’, Ullswater

- Relax in the market town of Keswick

You depart Edinburgh and head South through the 
Scottish Borders. You can enjoy the gorgeous rolling 
expanses of the Galloway Hills and Southern Uplands
as we travel to our first stop of the day, the Victorian 
spa town of Moffat. From Moffat you continue 
south over the border into England and head to 
the historic Cumbrian market town of Penrith. Here 
you have the chance to enjoy lunch and explore 
the imposing ruins of Penrith Castle. This uniquely 
coloured castle played a key role in defending the 
border from invading Scots. After lunch we enter 
the Lake District National Park and travel along 
the northern shores of Ullswater. This lake is often 
described as England’s most beautiful lake, and it’s 
here we give you the chance to take a forest walk and 
see the mighty Aira Force waterfall. You then travel 
towards Keswick, stopping outside the town to visit 
the mysterious Castlerigg standing stones, thought 
to have been built over 5,000 years ago and once a 
lively hub of ancient pagan rituals. You have a short 
journey into the lively market town of Keswick where 
you’re dropped off at your accommodation and free 
to explore the charming town. 

*Please note that during July and August, this tour 
may stay in Bowness-on-Windermere instead of 
Keswick.

DAY 2

- Stare in wonder at the views on an optional boat 
trip, Lake Windermere

- Wander around the cosy village of Hawkshead

- Enjoy the peace of the Wordsworth Memorial 
Daffodill Garden

After breakfast, you take in views of Ullswater Lake as 
we head along country roads to its southern shores.
You continue further south and travel over the 
narrow and winding Kirkstone Pass towards the 
lovely Lake Windermere. Here you have the option to 

On day 3 you have the option to be dropped 
off in the afternoon at Penrith train station if 
you wish to continue on to London or other 

destinations south or north.



ancient standing stones at Clava Cairns, which may 
have been the inspiration for Craigh na Dun. After 
lunch, we continue to Castle Leod, “home of the 
Clan MacKenzie”, where you can enjoy a relaxing 
walk while your guide tells you the history of the 
clan and area. The castle resembles how Diana 
Gabaldon described Castle Leoch, however she 
had never heard of this building prior to writing 
Outlander. A short drive takes you to Beauly, the 
site of Beauly Priory and the tomb of Lord Lovat 
in the heart of Clan Fraser lands. Beauly priory is 
a beautiful 13th century ruin and where the Lovat 
Frasers are buried in Diana Gabaldon’s book. In 
the afternoon, you can sample ‘The Water of Life’ 
with a whisky distillery tour and tasting. We return 
to Inverness with time to explore the town and 
enjoy the city for another evening.

DAY 3

- Wander through the ancient indigenous forests 
of Glen Affric

- Explore Inverness, the Capital of the Highlands

Your day starts with a visit to the majestic Glen 
Affric. Lochs, mountains and pine forests: this is 
one of Scotland’s most glorious glens. It’s also an 
ideal spot for Jamie to hide. You then continue 
along the entire length of Loch Ness and through 
the Great Glen before heading to Glenfinnan. The 
monument here commemorates the beginning of 
the last Jacobite rising. It stands framed by Loch 
Shiel and bedside a famous section of the Jacobite 
Steam Train railway line, famously used as the 
Hogwarts Express in Harry Potter. Your overnight 
stop is in Fort William underneath the shadow of 
Britain’s tallest mountain, Ben Nevis.

DAY 4

- Be moved by the sheer beauty of Glencoe

- See two of Scotland’s quintessential castles, 
Doune Castle and Blackness Castle

We start the day with a magnificent drive through 
Glencoe and cross the rugged Trossachs area onto 
Doune Castle. The Castle is an extensive ruin that 
represents Castle Leoch in the TV programme, 
home to Colum MacKenzie and his clan in the 18th 
century episodes. Later, you have a photo stop at 
Blackness Castle on the banks of the Firth of Forth. 
This was used as the set for Fort William in the 
show and appears in many other movies because 
of its beautiful setting and thickly fortified walls.  
You return to Edinburgh in the early evening.

OUTLANDER TRAIL

4 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

- Get as close as possible to the 16th century in 
the well-preserved town of  Culross. Or as it’s 
known to Outlander fans, Cranesmuir

- Visit beautiful Falkland and explore the setting 
for 1940s Inverness in Outlander

- Learn how Highlanders lived at the Newtonmore 
Highland Folk Museum

You leave Edinburgh and begin following the 
trail of the best-known film locations featured 
in the Outlander TV Series. Heading north, your 
first stop is the charming village of Culross. In 
Outlander Culross posed as the fictional village of 
Cranesmuir and the home of Geillis Duncan and 
her ill-fated husband, Arthur. Exploring the town’s 
cobbled streets is like taking a step back in time. 
Look carefully and you may even find Claire’s herb 
garden behind the impressive, historic Culross 
Palace. You continue to the small town of Falkland 
to relive the first scenes of the show, where 
Falkland substitutes for 1940s Inverness. See if 
you can recognize the familiar sights such as Mrs. 
Baird’s Guesthouses (The Covenanter Hotel) and 
the Bruce Fountain, where Claire’s husband Frank 
sees the ghost of Jamie. In the early afternoon, you 
stop at the Newtonmore Highland Folk Museum, 
which houses replicas of 18th century turf-roofed 
Highland crofts. These were used as a setting in the 
first episode of the show. Venturing further north, 
you pass Aviemore, where you may recognise the
stunning hilly and wooded area of Tulloch Ghru. 
This appeared during the journey Claire takes with 
Jamie and the Highlanders from Craigh na Dun to
Castle Leoch. Arriving in Inverness later that 
afternoon, your base for two nights.

DAY 2

- Learn about the last battle fought on British soil 
at Culloden

- Discover how whisky is made at a distillery in 
the Highlands

You first travel to Culloden. This site plays 
an important role in Scottish history and the 
Outlander books. It’s not far from the battlefield 
where the couple said their tearful goodbyes 
before Jamie joined the Jacobite army to fight for 
the Stuarts. You have the opportunity to explore 
the visitor centre and site, and pay tribute to 
those who lost their lives at the last battle fought 
on British soil.You then take a short drive to the 

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on 
this tour.



You head south to Fionnphort, where you take a 
passenger ferry to the small island of Iona. Iona 
is an island of quiet charm and is the cradle of 
Celtic Christianity. You have time to explore the 
island’s Abbey, and museum of history and Celtic 
heritage. There are magnificent Celtic crosses and 
headstones to see, or, alternatively, you can enjoy 
a stroll along the peaceful sandy beaches. In the 
afternoon, you have the opportunity to take a 
small boat (optional) to the island of Staffa, where 
nature enthusiasts can seek out the abundant 
marine life. Staffa is home to Fingal’s cave, which 
is one of the most amazing geological sites, and 
is known as ‘Nature’s cathedral’. After a day in the 
great outdoors, we return to Tobermory for the 
night.

DAY 4

- See the pristine Inveraray castle on the shores 
of Loch Fyne

- Look down a cascading valley at the ‘Rest and 
be Thankful’ viewpoint

Departing Tobermory, we head south to Craignure 
for a short crossing to Oban, the biggest town in 
Argyll. From here, you head to Kilmartin Glen, 
and get the chance to explore an area of Neolithic 
Burial Chambers, known as ’the valley of ghosts’.
Continuing west, you arrive in the whitewashed 
18th Century town of Inveraray, on the shores of 
Loch Fyne. Inveraray castle is a mixture of Scots 
Baronial and Neo-Gothic architecture and is the 
seat of Clan Campbell. After leaving the town, 
you arrive in the National Park of Loch Lomond 
and climb up more than 800 feet to the ‘Rest and 
be Thankful’. You continue to drive east towards 
Stirling, with opportunities for photos of the 
castle, before we return to Edinburgh in the early 
evening.

MAGICAL MULL, THE ISLE OF IONA & 
WEST HIGHLANDS

4 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

- Learn about the epic battles that took place as 
you travel to Callander

- Surrender to the majesty of Glencoe

- Fall in love with the lovely little harbour town 
of Tobermory

You leave Edinburgh and travel past Stirling Castle 
to the small bustling town of Callander. From 
here, you continue through the Queen Elizabeth 
Forest Park and bristling terrain of the Trossachs, 
before reaching the wide and remote expanse of
Rannoch Moor. Your drive north brings you to 
Glencoe, scene of the infamous massacre of Clan
MacDonald in 1692. After a short ferry ride across 
Loch Linnhe, you meander through the impressive 
mountains of Morven to Lochaline, where we take 
another ferry to the Hebridean island of Mull. You 
arrive in Tobermory, the island’s capital, for our 
three-night stay. Tobermory, meaning ‘Well of 
Mary’, has brightly coloured houses looking over
the sea and is often referred to as one of the 
prettiest harbour towns in Scotland.

DAY 2

- Enjoy the serenity of the tiny settlement of 
Dervaig

- Explore the quaint shops of Tobermory

You drive to the remote areas of the island and 
visit the pretty settlement of Dervaig. From here, 
you venture to the wild thrashing sandy shores of 
Calgary Bay. And if you’re lucky, you may see the 
huge white-tailed eagles, which live in this area. An 
early afternoon return to Tobermory, allows you 
to soak up the atmosphere of this pretty town. 
You have a chance to peruse the small shops, and 
the local Tobermory whisky distillery.

DAY 3

- Examine the geological and mythical wonder 
of Fingal’s Cave

- Visit one of Scotland’s most sacred places at 
the Iona Abbey and Nunnery



ISLAY & THE WHISKY COAST

4 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

- Sample the sights and seafood of Oban

- Venture through the legends and landmarks of 
the Loch Lomond &amp; Trossachs National Park

- Explore Scotland’s ancient past in Kilmartin 
Glen

You escape the city of Edinburgh and head traight 
for the Highlands. Your firststop of the day is in 
the Trossachs national park. Here, you can admire 
Scotland’s scenic beauty and enjoy some local 
delicacies. Your driver-guide may regale you with 
tales from Scottish folklore as you travel through 
the mountainous landscapes of the Western 
ighlands to Oban. This port town was once the 
strategic heartland of great feuding clans. But 
today, Oban is famous for seafood sourced fresh 
off the boats. It also boasts its own distillery where 
you can sample whisky that’s been perfected for 
200 years. Here, you will have time to enjoy a dram 
and indulge in delicious local seafood for lunch. 
You then venture through the Kilmartin Glen where 
you see standing stones and strongholds that are 
over 1,500 years old. At Kennacraig, you catch the 
evening ferry to Islay. The sail is around two hours;
and if you peek out to the ocean, you may see the 
Paps of Jura. These mountains mark the way to 
Islay, Queen of the Hebrides. Once you’ve arrived 
on the island, you settle into your accommodation 
in Bowmore.

DAY 2

- Sample Scotland’s most heavily-peated whiskies

- Admire Islay’s rugged coastline

- Explore the town of Bowmore

We know whisky tasting can be hard work, so you 
begin the day with a little sleep in. After you’ve 
had an ample amount of breakfast, you enjoy a 
tour of Bowmore, the oldest licenced distillery on 
the island. Your driver-guide takes you to a nice 
spot for a lunch of local treats before you head 
to Bruichladdich distillery. This forward-thinking 
whisky hub offers a wide- range of single-malts that 
celebrate the provenance of Islay’s ingredients. 
Your next stop of the day is at Kilchoman Distillery. 
This is a proud and independent whisky-maker 

Monday departures offer the 
chance to see more whisky pro-
duction as all the distilleries are 
in operation on weekdays. We rec-
ommend the Monday departures 
as the best choice for real enthusi-
asts and we try to fit in additional 
tastings where possible.

Special Interest Whisky!



whose tastes are as bold as their environmental 
ethos. You have time for a tour and whisky tasting 
here, before a walk down the beautiful white beach 
that lies close by. You head back to Bowmore 
where you can either stumble back to your room 
for the night or relax and explore the village.

DAY 3

- Discover the Island’s ancient religious past

- Taste the most famous whiskies of the island

Today you explore the southern side of the island, 
home to a few of the most famous whiskies in all of 
Scotland: Laphroaig, Lagavulin, and Ardbeg. After 
you’ve made it out of bed and eaten your breakfast, 
you visit Ardbeg. You stay here for a tour, tasting, 
and lunch. The restaurant here is a beautiful place
to relax and enjoy fine Scottish produce as you sip 
upon delightful drams. You then visit Laphroaig. 
This 200-year-old whisky distiller is a favourite 
with the British royal family and bears the seal 
of the Prince of Wales to prove it. Throughout 
the day, your driver-guide takes you to historical 
spots such as the ruins of Kildalton church and 
Dunyvaig Castle. You return to Bowmore for your 
last evening of the trip.

DAY 4

- Get a sense of the old history of Inveraray

- Wander along the banks of Loch Lomond

This morning, you take the ferry back to the 
mainland and replace the intoxicating fumes of 
whisky with the replenishing fresh air of Scotland’s 
West Highlands. You travel through coastal scenery 
to the beautiful village of Inveraray on the banks 
of Loch Fyne. The town is adorned with historic 
buildings, old boats, and a great whisky shop. Your 
trip continues to Loch Lomond where you have a 
chance to admire Great Britain’s largest body of 
water by surface area. You arrive in Edinburgh in 
the early evening.

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on 
this tour.

For the Monday & Friday departures, 
we have pre-booked a number of 
rooms in the beautiful Bowmore 
Distillery Cottages. These are self-
catering cottages in the grounds 
of the distillery itself and offer a 
unique accommodation experience. 
The cottages have between 3 and 6 
bedrooms and these are all en-suite 
but are NOT serviced during your stay. 
The kitchen and lounge facilities are 
shared and self-service continental 
breakfast ingredients will be provided.

PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO THE
SHARED NATURE OF THIS TYPE OF 
ACCOMMODATION, INDIVIDUAL 
BEDROOMS DO NOT HAVE
LOCKABLE DOORS.

When these rooms are full we will 
use nearby B&Bs. For the Wednesday 
departure, we have pre-booked a 
number of rooms at the Lochside Hotel.

Please note that all B&B and hotel 
accommodation are subject to 
availability and only available to book 
“on request”.



ISLE OF SKYE & WEST HIGHLANDS

4 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

- Gaze in wonder at the ‘weeping glen’, Glencoe

- Take in the majestic views of barren Rannoch 
Moor

You leave Edinburgh and travel north west. On 
this route, you see one of Scotland’s most amazing 
modern marvels, The Kelpies. These massive steel
horse heads are fantastic to photograph and 
intriguingly engineered. Your guide will keep you 
entertained and let you have the chance to see an
ancient Scottish castle. For lunch, you refuel with 
some local food in either of the small towns of Killin 
or Callander. After ambling along and enjoying 
beautiful views of rivers, lochs, and forests, you 
cross the wild and remote Rannoch Moor. This is 
a favourite location for photographers and nature 
lovers, so make sure you’ve charged your camera. 
You then head to the majestic and historic Glencoe. 
Here, you can learn about one of the most tragic 
tales in Scottish history. We then drive along the 
shore of Loch Linnhe before reaching our base for 
the night in Fort William.

DAY 2

- Adore the beautiful ‘Harry Potter’ rail bridge, 
the Glenfinnan Viaduct

- Arrive in the ‘Misty Isle’, Skye

You go on a breath-taking drive from Fort William 
and pass the famous Glenfinnan Viaduct. This is 
one of the most beautiful railway bends in Britain 
and featured in the Harry Potter movies. There’s 
also an iconic monument that commemorates the 
Jacobites who fought for Scottish independence. 
After arriving in Mallaig, you take the ferry ‘over 
the sea to Skye’; to the southern area of the 
island.* Your afternoon will be spent exploring 
the incredible landscapes of the Sleat Peninsula. 
Your guide may take you to the famed waterfalls 
of Glenbrittle or to the Cuillin Mountains in Elgol, 
where you can revel in the stunning views. After all 
these sublime sights, you head to your overnight 
base in the Lochalsh and Skye area.**

*During the winter months (October till the end 
of March) you take a scenic route through Kyle of 
Lochalsh and drive over the Skye Bridge.

**Tours departing from end of October may stay 
overnight in Portree 

DAY 3

- Travel through Skye’s most iconic scenery

- Learn the landscapes and legends of Skye

Today is your opportunity to see some of the most 
famous wonders of Skye. The Quiraing, the Old 
Man of Storr, Neist Point: the options are endless.
Your guide will choose a unique itinerary to suit 
the weather and what’s happening on the island. 
And they’ll always ensure you get a chance to get 
off the beaten track and discover the best spots for 
photos. In the late afternoon, you return to your 
overnight base.

DAY 4

- Try and catch a glimpse of Britain’s highest 
mountain, Ben Nevis

- Admire the oddly unique architecture of 
Dunkeld Cathedral

You travel south through Glen Shiel and past 
magnificent Loch Cluanie, as we head east for 
a view of Britain’s highest mountain, Ben Nevis. 
Continuing south, your route passes through 
the Monadhliath Mountains and into the Central 
Highlands, where you stop in the historic village 
of Dunkeld. Here you have the chance to visit the 
ruins of the old cathedral. Travelling south, you 
head through the Lowlands, over the Queensferry
Crossing, and into Edinburgh. 



SCOTTISH CASTLES EXPERIENCE

4 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

- Take a self-guided tour of the majestic Falkland 
Palace

- Walk the cobbled streets of the ‘home of golf’, 
St Andrews

You depart from Edinburgh, travel north, and cross 
the Queensferry Crossing into the ancient Kingdom 
of Fife. Your first visit of the day is Falkland Palace. 
This palace was built in the 16th century and is set 
in the medieval village of Falkland, which features 
in the television show, Outlander. You continue 
to St Andrews where you have a chance to get 
lunch and explore the cobbled lanes and ancient 
university buildings. Travelling north towards 
Aberdeen, you have a chance to admire the House 
of Dun, a beautiful Georgian mansion located 
within a woodland estate. In the afternoon, you 
visit Dunnottar castle. This ruined cliff top fortress 
is one of Scotland’s megastars and adorns the 
front covers of travel magazines everywhere. So, 
it’s a great spot to take in the view and test your 
photo skills.

DAY 2

- Wander through the beautiful gardens of Castle 
Fraser

- Relive the mysterious tales of Crathes Castle

Today is spent in the Royal Deeside area, famous 
for its many castles. Your first visit is Castle Fraser, 
one of the grandest of the Scottish baronial tower
houses. You can round the visit off with a walk 
through the beautiful 18th century walled garden. 
Later on, you can have an opportunity to visit 
Banchory where you might be able to see salmon 
jumping at the Falls of Feugh. Lunch is at Ballater, 
before continuing with your afternoon programme. 
Crathes Castle provides the highlight for the 
afternoon. Turrets, gargoyles, and the ancient 
Horn of Leys are just a few of the features of this 
historic castle. You’re free to explore the house and 
stunning gardens at your own pace. Wandering 
through the outstanding, world-renowned June 
Borders, beautiful vistas of the castle can be seen 
through the fusion of colourful flowers. You return 
back to Aberdeen for another overnight.

DAY 3

- Admire the ancient tapestries at Fyvie Castle

- Learn about Britain’s last land fought battle at 
Culloden

Your tour heads further north and starts the day 
with a visit to Fyvie Castle. Fyvie Castle dates back 
to the 13th century and has a fine collection of arms 
and armour as well as 17th century tapestries. 
You continue, travelling through beautiful scenery 
and on to Nairn, where lunch will be taken at 
nearby Brodie Castle. You have time to explore 
this imposing castle’s unusual plasterwork and art 
collection. In the afternoon, you can take the Clan 
Walk at the Culloden Visitor Centre. The Clan Stone 
Walkway is designed to commemorate the Scottish 
Clans and their clansmen who fought at the battle 
of Culloden. After the visit, you continue to Forres 
for your overnight stay.

DAY 4

- Sample whisky in the area it’s casked at the 
Dalwhinnie Distillery

- Travel by boat to visit the imposing Lochleven 
Castle

You travel south through some of the most 
stunning scenery Scotland has to offer. You pass 
Kingussie where you may have an opportunity for 
a quick photo stop at the Ruthven Barracks. From 
here, you continue to Dalwhinnie Distillery where
you have the chance to taste the ‘Water of Life’. 
Dalwhinnie is the highest Distillery in Scotland and 
takes its waters right from the source of the River 
Spey. After a lunch stop in Pitlochry, you head to 
Loch Leven. In the middle of the Loch you find 
Lochleven Castle, a late 14th-century tower, which 
was the setting for the most traumatic year in 
the life of Mary Queen of Scots. You can enjoy an 
optional boat ride over to the island and explore at 
your own leisure before we return back over the 
Firth of Forth to Edinburgh.



ports. You spend the evening in Stornoway; a 
bustling port town and the home of Scotland’s 
most delicious black pudding.

DAY 3

- Admire the landscapes that inspired Harris 
Tweed

- Cast your eyes upon the slender, blonde curves 
of Luskentyre beach

It’s time for something a little more dramatic. It’s 
time to enter the region of Harris. Harris boasts 
the highest mountains in the Outer Hebrides and 
one of the most beautiful white-sandy beaches in 
Britain, Luskentyre.

The area is also famous for Harris Tweed and 
myths that are as strange as they are poignant.

After a morning of exploring the dramatic 
landscapes, you stop for lunch. Depending on 
the weather, we may even go for a picnic on the 
beach – so don’t forget to pack your sunglasses. 
Back onto the Isle of Lewis, you visit the Callanish 
Stone Circle. This prehistoric sight still mystifies 
archeologists today.

A little down the road, you visit the stone fort of 
Dun Carloway. This structure was built before 
100AD and has experienced more battles than 
you’ve had hot dinners. It’s a wonderful location to 
ponder over the vast swathes of history that have 
come before you.

You head back to Stornoway in the late afternoon.

OUTER HEBRIDES & THE SCOTTISH 
HIGHLANDS

5 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

- Take in views of the softly rounded peaks of the 
Grampian Mountains

- Look out for a beast lurking in the depths of Loch 
Ness

You depart the cosmopolitan city of Edinburgh, 
journey past the UNESCO World Heritage Site of 
the Forth Rail Bridge, and travel into the Highlands. 
Your first stop of the day is in the village of Dunkeld. 
You get time here to stretch your legs and admire 
the cathedral’s unusual mixture of architectural 
styles. You then venture through the shadows 
of the great and gorgeous Grampian Mountains 
and stop for lunch at a Highland town in the Spey 
Valley. Perhaps it’s time for you to try haggis.

After you’ve satisfied your taste buds, you head to 
Loch Ness. Your driver-guide helps you attempt 
to catch a glimpse of Scotland’s most-famously 
mythical monster. Corrieshalloch Gorge is a lesser-
known Scottish sight, but it’s one that you’ll love. 
It’s a short walk under forest canopies with a 
lovely view of a waterfall. In the early evening, you 
arrive in the scenic fishing port of Ullapool for your 
overnight stay.

DAY 2

- Travel by ferry through the Summer Isles

- Explore a lighthouse and the rugged coastline 
of Lewis

Wake up, enjoy your breakfast, and look out over 
Loch Broom as it glistens under the morning sky. 
First on the agenda today is a ferry journey across 
the sea. 

This two and a half-hour boat trip takes you 
through the Summer Isles to Stornoway, the main 
town of the Western Isles. But don’t spend your 
time snoozing and reading as you sail across the 
ocean; because if you look out to sea, you may spot 
dolphins and whales.Once you’ve arrived on Lewis 
and Harris, you head to the North West coast.

Your driver-guide will make the most of what 
weather you’ve been blessed with and take you 
through traditional crofting towns and seaside 



DAY 4

- Step inside an ancient Scottish home at Arnol 
Blackhouse

- Spend the evening in Inverness, the ‘Capital 
of the Highlands’

Today, you travel through a landscape littered 
with crofting villages to Arnol Blackhouse. Here, 
you can experience what traditional farming life 
was like in these remote reaches without getting 
your hands too dirty. Following lunch, you head 
back to Stornoway where we take the ferry 
back to the mainland. We head straight for the 
Inverness, Capital of the Highlands and our final 
overnight stop.

DAY 5

This morning we leave Inverness and head for 
Tominoul, the highest village in the Highlands. 
Sitting on north side of the Cairngorm National 
Park, with its central square and 18 th century 
buildings, Tomintoul is a fine example of a 
planned village.

Next we head into Royal Deeside, the great 
valley of the River Dee that runs all the way from 
the sweeping mountains to the Aberdeenshire 
coast. We pay a visit to the Royal Lochnagar 
Whiskey Distillery, where you can witness the 
craftsmanship of the distillers who make one of 
Scotland’s finest 12 year old single malts. 

Following our distillery visit it’s time to relax 
over a leisurely lunch in the charming village of 
Braemar in the heart of the Cairngorms National 
Park. This beautiful and remote village feels like 
the Highlands of a bygone era. Set amongst 
majestic mountains, peat coloured rivers and 
cool dark forests, it’s easy to see why the British 
Royal Family have made this area their favourite 
summer retreat.

From here the route south passes over Scotland’s 
highest mountain pass, through Highland 
Perthshire before stopping at Scone Palace, the 
home of Scotland’s legendary Coronation Stone, 
better known as the Stone of Destiny. From here 
it’s a short journey back to Edinburgh.



enjoy its sheltered serenity. Then it’s over the sea 
to Skye and the delightful harbour town of Portree.

DAY 4

- Learn about Skye’s heroic landscapes

- Spend an evening in the delightful town of 
Portree

Today is a flexible day on Skye. There are many 
options depending on the weather. You may 
travel north to the stunning Quiraing mountain 
pass and enjoy a spectacular walk through Skye’s 
extraordinary geological scenery. You can also visit 
Kilt Rock and see its waterfall cascading over the 
cliffs and down into the sea below. After lunch, 
you may travel to Neist Point for a walk out to 
the lighthouse at the most westerly point on 
Skye. Alternatively, you may like to visit Dunvegan 
Castle,ancient ancestral seat of the Clan McLeod. 
In the late afternoon, we return you to your 
accommodation in Portree for a free evening in 
the village.

DAY 5

- Take a picture of Scotland’s ‘most photographed 
castle’, Eilean Donan Castle

- Travel through the mysterious landscape of 
Glencoe

Travel south from Skye and visit the famous 
stronghold, Eilean Donan Castle. Continuing east 
through the rugged mountains of Kintail, you drive 
down through Glen Garry past Britain’s highest 
mountain, Ben Nevis, and onto Fort William for 
lunch. In the afternoon, you explore spectacular 
Glencoe, scene of the infamous massacre of the 
Clan Macdonald in 1692. You then start your journey 
towards Edinburgh.

HIGHLAND EXPLORER: SKYE & FAR 
NORTH

5 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

- Wander around the beautiful village of Dunkeld

- Try your best to spot the Loch Ness Monster

You head north over the Firth of Forth to the 
charming highland village of Dunkeld. From here, 
you head into the Cairngorms National Park and 
the ancient pine forests of the Rothiemurchus 
estate. If time allows, you’ll take a short forest walk 
after lunch where you’ll explore the ruins of Loch 
an Eilein castle. You enjoy panoramic views of 
Loch Ness as you travel down to the banks of the 
famous loch, and the village of Dores where you 
can do some “Nessie” spotting! Then it’s onto the 
shores of Loch Broom where you spend two nights 
at Ullapool.

DAY 2

- Visit the crumbling ruins of Ardvreck Castle

- Admire the pristine beach of Achmelvich Bay

Today, you explore the far northwest Highlands 
and the mountains of Assynt. This area is famous 
as being the first crofting area to be bought by the 
local crofters, the Assynt Crofters’ Trust. You’re 
immersed in the history of the area and visit the 
15th century ruins of Ardvreck Castle, once the 
stronghold of the MacLeods of Assynt. The day is 
full of amazing views of some of Europe’s oldest 
landscapes, the stunning white sand beach at 
Achmelvich Bay, and the traditional fishing village
of Lochinver. You spend the night in the picturesque 
fishing village of Ullapool.

DAY 3

- Find out how palm trees arrived in the village 
of Plockton

- Take the Bealach na Ba road, one of Scotland’s 
most beautiful routes

You head south to take in the drama of the River 
Droma’s 60m plunge into the Corrieshalloch Gorge.
From here, you travel past the mountains of 
the Beinn Eighe nature reserve and along the 
picturesque coastline of Loch Torridon. After your 
lunch stop in Applecross, you take one of the 
highest and most exhilarating roads in Scotland, 
Bealach na Ba. In the afternoon, you stop in 
“tropical” Plockton, where you can see palm trees
growing alongside Loch Carron and take time to 



the picturesque fishing village of Plockton. You’re 
dropped off at your accommodation in the early 
evening.

DAY 4

- Traverse the legendary landscapes of Skye

- Enjoy breath-taking vistas

Today is a very flexible day on Skye. There are 
many possibilities depending on the weather, and 
your driver-guide will use their local knowledge to 
decide on the best day out for the group. You may 
ascend the Quiraing along Trotternish Ridge and 
be rewarded with spectacular views. Alternatively, 
you could drink in the scenery at Loch Corruisk 
or drive through the dramatic Red Cuillins to 
the little hamlet of Elgol. We return you to your 
accommodation in Plockton in the late afternoon 
for a free evening to explore the village.

DAY 5

- Snap a few photos at the gorgeous Eilean 
Donan Castle

- Try and spot the Loch Ness Monster

You’re collected from your accommodation 
for the short drive to the famous stronghold of 
Eilean Donan Castle. Then, you travel east taking 
in the stunning views over Loch Duich and the 
Five Sisters of Kintail. You continue on to Loch 
Ness for lunch and the possibility of spotting 
“Nessie”. Your tour moves through the Grampian 
Mountains and along Loch Laggan, before passing 
Dalwhinnie, home to Scotland’s highest whisky 
distillery.In Perthshire, you stop for refreshments 
before heading back to Edinburgh past Perth and 
over the Firth of Forth.

IONA, MULL & THE ISLE OF SKYE

5 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

- Stare into mountainous horizons in the West 
Highlands

- Stroll through the handsome harbour town of 
Oban

Travel north past Stirling Castle and to the region 
of Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park.
You venture through the impressive mountains 
of the West Highlands and the magnificent 
whitewashed 18th Century town of Inveraray, 
home to the Campbell Clan and the Duke of Argyll.
The afternoon will be spent in the heart of Argyll 
before arriving in the bustling town of Oban for 
your two-night stay.

DAY 2

- Discover the history of Celtic Christianity

- See one of Scotland’s most unique geological 
wonders at Fingal’s Cave

Today you have an early start, beginning the 
day crossing on the ferry to Mull for a chance to 
explore dramatic coastlines and wild beauty. You 
take the small ferry to Iona, birthplace of Celtic 
Christianity, and ancient burial ground of Scottish 
Kings. Here you can visit the historic abbey with 
its intricate carved crosses in the churchyard or 
explore rocky headlands and sandy coves. There’s 
an opportunity to take a small boat (optional) to 
the island of Staffa and view the dramatic basalt 
columns immortalised by Mendelssohn in his 
Hebridean Overture “Fingal’s Cave”. You then 
return on the ferry to Oban for your second night.

DAY 3

- Arrive in the most ‘tropical’ town in Scotland, 
Plockton

- Be awestruck by the majestic slopes of Glencoe

You ramble north along the west coast around 
Appin, passing the impregnable Castle Stalker, and 
the gorgeous Glencoe. You then venture through 
Fort William and under the shadow of Ben Nevis, 
which at 1,344 meters is the highest mountain in 
the British Isles. We continue through the Great 
Glen, a natural fault in the earth’s crust that runs
through Scotland. From here, you travel north to 

*You will stay in Portree if your are on a tour that departs Edinburgh on a Friday.



ORKNEY & SCOTLAND’S
NORTHERN COAST

5 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

- Lap up the lovely Lochs as you venture north

- Gasp as you listen to the tragic tale of Glencoe

Leave Edinburgh and head west past Stirling Castle 
and the Wallace Monument. You pass Doune Castle 
before stopping in the small town of Callander for 
a refreshment. After crossing the fault line into the 
magnificent Highlands, you take in the splendour 
of Loch Luibnaig, Loch Earn, Glen Ogle, and Glen 
Dochart. Glencoe offers spectacular views before 
you continue north up the Great Glen to the 
mysterious beauty of Loch Ness. The loch is 23 miles 
long and you have plenty of time to try and spot 
the monster. You arrive at Inverness, where you’re 
dropped off at your booked accommodation. The 
evening is free for you to explore the ‘Capital of the 
Highlands’.

DAY 2

- Arrive in the Capital of Orkney, Kirkwall

- Explore mainland Scotland’s most northern 
scenery

It’s an early start, leaving behind the ‘Capital of the 
Highlands’, crossing over the Black Isle, and past 
Dunrobin Castle. From here, you drive through the 
northeast Highland coastline, travelling into some 
of Scotland’s most dramatic scenery. Onwards 
through Scotland’s most northerly mainland 
village, John o’ Groats, and then to Gills Bay, where 
you board the ferry, crossing the Pentland Firth 
into the Orkney Archipelago. It’s a short drive to 
the famous Italian Chapel where we stop for a 
visit before continuing to the Viking stronghold 
of Kirkwall, Capital of Orkney. Here you can visit 
Kirkwall’s magnificent Viking Cathedral and its 
historic winding streets.

DAY 3

- Go to a site as ancient as the pyramids, Skara 
Brae

- See the wild ocean clash with redstone cliffs

Today is your chance to explore this archipelago’s 
fertile green pastures fringed by shores of golden 
sands washed by waters of the North Sea and 



Atlantic ocean. You visit the 5,000 year old village 
of Skara Brae, the mystical prehistoric stone circle 
at Brodgar and the Druidic standing stones of 
Stenness. You stop in Stromness, and then travel 
onto Maeshowe, where in the 12th century the 
Vikings left one of the largest collections of Norse 
runic inscriptions. Then it’s back to Kirkwall for your 
second night after what is sure to be a memorable 
day.

DAY 4

- Stroll around the beautiful harbour town of 
Ullapool

- Take a look at the stunningly located ruins of 
Ardvreck Castle

After a relaxed start, you leave Orkney and sail the 
Viking waters back to the mainland. From here, 
you travel the old road right across the very top of 
Scotland, driving past the stunning Ben Loyal and 
Ben Hope mountains following the rocky cliffs and 
stunning golden sand beaches. You then visit the 
far northwest Highlands and the wilderness of the 
mountains of Assynt before stopping to view the 
15th century ruins of Ardvreck Castle. From here, 
you travel to Ullapool, situated at the mouth of 
Loch Broom, a beautiful whitewashed fishing village 
where you spend your last night’s stay on tour.

DAY 5

- See the ancient standing stones made famous 
by Outlander, Clava Cairns

- Learn about one of the most brutal events in 
British history at Culloden

Leaving Ullapool behind, you take in the drama 
of the River Droma as it plunges 60m down into 
Corrieshalloch Gorge. You then take in the beautiful 
Loch Glascarnoch, on the way past the ‘Capital of 
the Highlands’, Inverness. You can visit Culloden 
Moor, the site of The Battle of Culloden in 1746, one 
of the bloodiest events in our history and the last 
battle to have been fought on the British mainland. 
Next, you take a short drive to the ancient standing 
stones at Clava Cairns, made famous by Diana 
Gabaldon in the ‘Outlander’ books. From here, you 
travel through the ancient Caledonian Pine Forest, 
hugging the Cairngorm mountain range. Lunch will 
be spent in these beautiful surroundings before 
travelling through big tree country of Perthshire, 
the Kingdom of Fife, and back to Edinburgh.



DAY 3

You’re picked up from your accommodation and 
head west into the heart of the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park. Established in 1954, the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park has outstanding scenery, 
a range of wildlife habitats and a rich cultural 
heritage. It’s a special place – a fantastic outdoor 
arena for recreation and relaxation and a haven 
for wildlife.

Continuing west, our route takes us through the 
Northern Dales - the centre of the Dales cattle 
trade. Our final leg of today’s journey, takes us 
high up into the remote hills of the Yorkshire 
Dales before descending into the lively market 
town of Keswick** where you’re dropped off 
at your accommodation and have free time to 
explore this charming town.

**Please note that during July and August, this 
tour may stay in Bowness-on-Windermere 
instead of Keswick.

DAY 4

After breakfast, you head a short distance out 
of town to the mysterious Castlerigg standing 
stones. Many people think these were placed 
here over 5,000 years ago. You then travel on to 
the shores of Ullswater, known as England’s most 
beautiful lake. Here, you can take a forest walk 
to see the mighty Aira Force waterfall. Continuing 
south over the narrow and winding Kirkstone 
Pass, you stop at Lake Windermere where you 

YORK, THE DALES, LAKE
DISTRICT & HADRIAN’S WALL

5 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

Our tour starts by following the magnificent East 
Lothian coastline towards the walled border town 
of Berwick-upon-Tweed. After stopping to admire 
the fortifications, we continue to Alnwick Castle - 
home of the Earls and Dukes of Northumberland 
since 1309. This magnificent castle and its gardens 
have appeared in many films and television 
programmes.

Leaving Alnwick behind, we travel towards the 
city of York on the Great North Road, a route that 
has carried countless Roman legions between 
the remote northern outposts and the more 
populous settlements of Roman Britannia. In late 
afternoon, we arrive in York; your base for the 
next two nights.

DAY 2

This leisurely day gives you the flexibility to either 
explore the medieval heart of York, a city whose 
rich history goes back to the time of the Romans, 
Vikings and Normans; or join our excursion to the 
coast of Yorkshire. On our excursion, you leave in 
the late morning for the magnificent North York
Moors National Park.

Lunch will be in Whitby, a bustling fishing port and 
inspiration for the imagination of Bram Stoker, 
who stayed here in a hotel while writing his 
famous novel Dracula. After lunch and free time 
in Whitby, we travel to the fishing village of Robin 
Hood’s Bay*; a perfectly preserved conservation 
village of winding lanes and narrow alleys. You 
then return to York.

*Robin Hood’s Bay - The mini-coach cannot access 
the main village because of local restrictions. The 
coach will drop you off at the top of the village 
and you must walk down (and back up!) a steep 
hill to reach the old village centre.



have the option to take a leisurely cruise on the 
lake or simply eat lunch while enjoying views of 
the mountains and lakes.

After lunch, you travel around the southern tip 
of Windermere and on towards the picturesque 
conservation village of Hawkshead, where the 
poet William Wordsworth attended Grammar 
School.

After free time to explore the village, you take the 
narrow country lanes north towards Grasmere, 
which Wordsworth described as “the loveliest 
spot that man hath found”. There’s free time 
to visit Wordsworth’s Dove Cottage or enjoy 
thepeace and tranquillity of the Wordsworth 
Daffodil Garden by the River Rothy.

In the late afternoon, you return to Keswick.

DAY 5

Leaving the lakes behind us, we start our climb 
towards Hartside Pass, at over 1,900ft. On a clear 
day, the hills and mountains of Scotland and the 
English Lake District are clearly visible. We follow 
the route of the old sheep drovers between 
England and Scotland.

Stopping at Hadrian’s Wall, there’s an opportunity 
to explore some of the Roman remains and walk 
in the footsteps of the Roman Centurions who 
patrolled this desolate frontier of the Empire. We 
then travel along the ancient Roman Dere Street, 
cross the border into Scotland, and head to the 
border town of Jedburgh for refreshments by the 
ruins of Jedburgh Abbey.

Our final stop, is at the world famous Scott’s 
View with stunning views over the River Tweed 
and the Cheviot Hills before continuing north to 
Edinburgh.



driver-guide will make the most of what weather 
you’ve been blessed with and take you through 
traditional crofting towns and seaside ports. 
You even get to see the Butt of Lewis; from the 
lighthouse here there’s nothing but fishes and 
water between you and America. You spend 
the evening in Stornoway; a bustling port town 
and the home of Scotland’s most delicious black 
puddings.

DAY 3

- Step inside a traditional Scottish home at 
Arnol Blackhouse

- Ponder over the mysteries of the Neolithic 
standing stones of Callinish

Today, you immerse yourself in the history and 
landscapes of this wild island. You first head 
to Arnol Blackhouse. Here, you can experience 
what traditional farming life was like in these 
remote reaches without getting your hands too
dirty. A little down the road, you visit the stone 
fort of Dun Carloway. This structure was built 
before 100AD and has experienced more battles 
than you’ve had hot dinners. It’s a wonderful 
location to ponder over the vast swathes of 
history that have come before you. You then 
travel through a landscape littered with crofting 
villages to one of the most famous sights of 
the island, the Callanish Stone Circle. This 
prehistoric sight still mystifies archeologists 
today. The rest of your afternoon is spent in the 
beautiful beaches and mountains of the western 
side of Lewis. You head back to Stornoway in 
the late afternoon.

OUTER HEBRIDES & SKYE
ADVENTURE

6 DAY TOUR

DAY 1

- Take in views of the softly rounded peaks of 
the Grampian Mountains

- Look out for a beast lurking in the depths of 
Loch Ness

You depart the cosmopolitan city of Edinburgh, 
journey past the UNESCO World Heritage Site 
of the Forth Rail Bridge, and travel into the 
Highlands. Your first stop of the day is in the 
village of Dunkeld. You get time here to stretch 
your legs and admire the cathedral’s unusual 
mixture of architectural styles. You then venture 
through the shadows of the great and gorgeous 
Grampian Mountains and stop for lunch at a 
Highland town in the Spey Valley. Perhaps it’s 
time for you to try haggis. After you’ve satisfied 
your taste buds, you head to Loch Ness. Your 
driver-guide helps you attempt to catch a 
glimpse of Scotland’s most-famously mythical 
monster. Corrieshalloch Gorge is a lesser-
known Scottish sight, but it’s one that you’ll 
love. It’s a short walk under forest canopies with 
a lovely view of a waterfall. In the early evening, 
you arrive in the scenic fishing port of Ullapool 
for your overnight stay.

DAY 2

- Travel by ferry through the Summer Isles

- Explore a lighthouse and the rugged coastline 
of Lewis

Wake up, enjoy your breakfast, and look out 
over Loch Broom as it glistens under the 
morning sky. First on the agenda today is a ferry 
journey across the sea. This two and a half-hour 
boat trip takes you through the Summer Isles 
to Stornoway, the main town of the Western 
Isles. But don’t spend your time snoozing and 
reading as you sail across the ocean; because 
if you look out to sea, you may spot dolphins 
and whales. Once you’ve arrived on Lewis and 
Harris, you head to the North West coast. Your 



DAY 4

- Admire the landscapes that inspired Harris 
Tweed

- Cast your eyes upon the slender, blonde 
curves of Luskentyre beach

It’s time for something a little more dramatic. It’s 
time to enter the region of Harris. Harris boasts 
the highest mountains in the Outer Hebrides 
and one of the most beautiful white-sandy 
beaches in Britain, Luskentyre. The area is also 
famous for Harris Tweed and myths that are as 
strange as they are poignant. After a morning 
of exploring the dramatic landscapes, you stop 
for lunch. Depending on the weather, we may 
even go for a picnic on the beach – so don’t 
forget to pack your sunglasses. Your adventure 
continues on a ferry over the ocean to Portree, 
the largest town in Skye and your base for the 
next two evenings.

DAY 5

- Set your sights on Scotland’s most dramatic 
landscapes on the Isle of Skye

- Snap a famous photo of Portree’s colourful 
harbor front

Every horizon in Skye conceals something 
astoundingly beautiful. So today, your driver-
guide makes the most out of your time on this 
marvel-studded landscape. You may travel 
to the Quiraing mountain pass and enjoy a 
spectacular walk, venture to Kilt Rock and see 
a gigantic waterfall, or take a boat trip to the 
lesser-known Loch Coruisk. After you’ve enjoyed 
the sights of Skye, you have your final evening 
in Portree. There are plenty of fabulous seafood 
restaurants to celebrate a fine day of exploring.

DAY 6

- Learn how Eilean Donan Castle survived 
Viking invasions and 343 barrels of gunpowder

- Discover how Glencoe earned its name, ‘the 
Weeping Glen’

Don’t be too sad that your trip is ending today, 
because there are a lot of amazing things to 
check out on the way back to Edinburgh.

Once you’ve crossed the Skye Bridge, you get a 
chance to see Eilean Donan Castle. This classic 
combination of a sturdy-stone fortification 
perched upon a loch is about as Scottish a view 
as you can get. Just ensure you’ve got some 
room left on your camera to take photos.

You then travel under Britain’s tallest mountain, 
Ben Nevis. The peak of this mountain is likely 
to be shrouded high in the clouds. Your driver-
guide may become a little emotional as you 
move through the valley
of Glencoe. This marvelously mountainous area 
was the site of one of the most tragic massacres 
in Scottish history. The story is as unforgettable 
as the landscape. The hilly views become 
flatter as you enter the lowlands and travel to 
Edinburgh.

You arrive in the early evening.



Edinburgh - Combo Tours 

Clients are able to combine the following tours to extend their stay and go even further, 
experiencing even more of the UK and Ireland.

The itineraries below are made up of individual tours which are scheduled to link up en route 
without having to come back to their starting point. Clients will be able to enjoy the individual 
styles and stories of the different driver/guides as well as a variety of travelling companions on 
each part of their trip.

For any combo tour including our Islay and the Whisky Coast Tour, please note that this 
section of the trip is a specialist whisky tour. 
 
Although there are other things to see and do on Islay, the focus of the tour while on Islay is 
very much on whisky. Please also see the notes on accommodation for this tour on page 26.

Please ensure that the above information is made clear to your clients prior to booking.

Combination Tours - These itineraries are made up of individual tours which are 
scheduled to link up on route without having to come back to their starting point. 
Clients will be able to enjoy the individual styles and stories of the different driver/
guides as well as a different group of travelling companions on each part of their trip. 



(No hotel package available for this tour.)

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on this tour.

Rates GBP £
Price

3
nights

4 
nights

Adult Child

RO1 B&B 1,074.00 n/a  

RO single1 Single 1,248.00   

RO1 B&B 1,164.00 n/a  

RO single1 Single 1,334.00  

RO1 B&B 1,234.00 n/a   

RO single1 Single 1,410.00 

Departure Information

Friday¹ - 03/04/20 - 23/10/20 (ex-
cept 29/05/20)

Departs: 08.30    Returns: 19.00

Islay, Iona, Mull & Skye 8 days

Which tours are included?
Islay & the Whisky Coast - 4DISLAY

Iona, Mull & the Isle of Skye -
5DIONA

Key: 
¹ = Self Catering Cottages (incl. 
Continental Breakfast) only on the 
Isle of Islay

Rates GBP £
Price

3
nights

4 
nights

Adult Child

RO1 B&B 999.00 n/a

RO single1 Single 1339.00

RO1 B&B 1059.00 n/a

RO single1 Single 1399.00

RO1 B&B 1,168.00 n/a

RO single1 Single 1,308.00

August Dbl/Twn 90.00 n/a

Supp Sgl 145.00 

Departure Information

Friday¹ - 05/04/19 - 25/10/19
(except 31/05/19)  

Departs: 08.30    Returns: 18.30

Islay, Edinburgh & Speyside Whisky Holiday 8 days

Which tours are included?

Islay & the Whisky Coast - 4DISLAY

Speyside Whisky Trail - 3DSPEY

Key: 
¹ = Cottage only Accommodation on 
Islay

(No hotel package available for this tour.)

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on this tour.
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Rates GBP £
Price

9 nights Adult Child

B&B 1,278.00 1,022.40  

Single 1,508.00   

Hotel 1,534.00 1,227.20  

Single 1,898.00

B&B 1,398.00 1,118.40  

Single 1,614.00   

Hotel 1,644.00 1,315.20  

Single 2,004.00

B&B 1,468.00 1,174.40  

Single 1,688.00   

Hotel 1,718.00 1,374.40  

Single 2,074.00

Departure Information

 Wednesday - 01/04/20 - 30/09/20 
(except 17/06/20)

 
Friday - 03/04/20 - 23/10/20

(except 19/06/20)  

Departs: 08.30    Returns: 19.00

Orkney & the Outer Hebrides 10 days

Which tours are included?

Orkney & Scotland’s Northern 
Coast - 5DORK
Outer Hebrides & Skye Adventure 
- 6DHEBSKY
(Includes a  free day in Ullapool)

Rates GBP £
Price

8 nights Adult Child

B&B 1,168.00 934.4  

Single 1,318.00   

Hotel 1,348.00 1,078.40  

Single 1,708.00 

B&B 1,288.00 1,030.40  

Single 1,424.00   

Hotel 1,468.00 1,174.40  

Single 1,824.00

B&B 1,358.00 1,086.40  

Single 1,494.00   

Hotel 1,538.00 1,230.40  

Single 1,888.00

Departure Information
Monday - 06/04/20 - 26/10/20

(except 15/06/20)  
 

Wednesday - 01/04/20 - 14/10/20 
(except 17/06/20)

 
Friday - 01/05/20 - 25/09/20

 
Saturday - 04/04/20 - 26/09/20

(except 13/06/20)

Departs: 09.00    Returns: 19.00

Iona, Mull, Skye & Orkney 9 days

Which tours are included?

Iona, Mull & the Isle of Skye - 
5DIONA
Orkney & Scotland’s Northern 
Coast - 5DORK
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Rates GBP £
Price

13 nights Adult Child

B&B 1,867.00 1,493.60  

Single 2,137.00   

Hotel 2,183.00 1,746.40  

Single 2,737.00

B&B 2,047.00 1,637.60  

Single 2,299.00   

Hotel 2,353.00 1,882.40  

Single 2,903.00

B&B 2,157.00 1,725.60

Single 2,413.00

Hotel 2,467.00 1,973.60

Single 3,013.00

Departure Information
Monday - 06/04/20 - 19/10/20

(except 15/06/20) 
 

Saturday - 04/04/20 - 26/09/20
(except 13/06/20)

Departs: 09.00    Returns: 19.00

Island Hopping Adventure 14 days

Which tours are included?

Iona, Mull & the Isle of Skye - 5DI-
ONA
Orkney & Scotland’s Northern 
Coast - 5DORK
Outer Hebrides & Skye Adcenture 
- 6DHEBSKY
(Includes a free day in Ullapool)

Rates GBP £
Price

3
nights

8 
nights

Adult Child

RO B&B 1,653.00 n/a  

RO single Single 1,937.00

RO B&B 1,803.00 n/a  

RO single Single 2,073.00   

RO B&B 1,903.00 n/a  

RO single Single 2,179.00 

Departure Information

 Friday¹ - 05/04/19 - 18/10/19
(except 31/05/19, 14/06/19)  

Departs: 08.30    Returns: 19.00

Scottish Islands Highlights 12 days

Which tours are included?

Islay & the Whisky Coast - 4DISLAY
Iona, Mull & the Isle of Skye -
5DIONA
Orkney & Scotland’s Northern 
Coast - 5DORK

Key: 
¹ = Cottage only Accommodation on Islay

(No hotel package available for this tour.)

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on this tour.
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LOW SEASON
01/04/20 to 05/04/20, 01/11/20 to 17/12/20 and 04/01/21 to 31/03/21
MID SEASON
06/04/20 to 31/05/20, 01/10/20 to 31/10/20 and 18/12/20 to 03/01/21 (Christmas & New Year)
HIGH SEASON
01/06/20 to 30/09/20

Discounted rate applies to children aged 5-15 (children must be escorted by an adult). No children 
under 5 please.

Rates GBP £
Price

3
nights

13 
nights

Adult Child

RO B&B 2,216.00 n/a

RO single Single 2,562.00

RO B&B 2,406.00 n/a

RO single Single 2,756.00

RO B&B 2,566.00 n/a

RO single Single 2,916.00

Departure Information

 
Friday¹ - 03/04/20 - 16/10/20
(except 29/05/20, 12/06/20)  

Departs: 08.30    Returns: 19.00

Island Hopping Extravaganza 17 days

Which tours are included?
Islay & the Whisky Coast - 4DISLAY
Iona, Mull & the Isle of Skye -
5DIONA
Orkney & Scotland’s Northern 
Coast - 5DORK
Outer Hebrides & Skye Adventure 
- 6DHEBSKY
(Includes a free day in Ullapool)

Key: 
¹ = Self Catering Cottages (incl. 
Continental Breakfast) only on the 
Isle of Islay

(No hotel package available for this tour.)

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on this tour.
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ISLAY, EDINBURGH & SPEYSIDE 
WHISKY HOLIDAY

8 Day Tour from Edinburgh 

DAY 1

Leaving Edinburgh, you head west to Stirling 
and into the Highlands with a short stop in the 
holiday town of Callander for refreshments. 
After travelling through the mountainous part 
of the Loch Lomond National Park, you arrive in 
the busy harbour town of Oban. It was once the 
strategic heartland of great feuding clans. But 
today, Oban is famous for seafood sourced fresh 
off the boats. It also boasts its own distillery where 
you can sample whisky that’s been perfected for 
200 years. Here, you will have time to enjoy a 
dram and indulge in delicious local seafood for 
lunch. You then depart Oban mid-afternoon for 
the journey to Kennacraig to catch the evening 
ferry to Islay. The sail is just over two hours and 
you should look out for wildlife such as dolphins, 
whales, and seabirds. On arrival on Islay it is a 
short drive to Bowmore for your three-night stay.

DAY 2

A full day exploring Islay. The itinerary today is a 
mixture of beautiful scenery, white sand beaches 
and the famous Islay whiskies - renowned for their 
strong peaty flavours and nurtured by the salty sea 
air. In the morning you enjoy a tour of Bowmore, 
the oldest licenced distillery on the island. Your 
driver-guide takes you to a nice spot for a lunch 
of local treats before you head to Bruichladdich 
distillery. This forward-thinking whisky hub offers 
a wide- range of single-malts that celebrate the 
provenance of Islay’s ingredients. Your next stop 
of the day is at Kilchoman Distillery. This is a proud 
and independent whisky-maker whose tastes are 
as bold as their environmental ethos. You have 
time for a tour and whisky tasting here, before 
a walk down the beautiful white beach that lies 
close by. You head back to Bowmore where you 
can either stumble back to your room for the 
night or relax and explore the village.

DAY 3

Today you explore the southern side of the island, 
home to a few of the most famous whiskies in all 
of Scotland: Laphroaig, Lagavulin, and Ardbeg. 
After you’ve made it out of bed and eaten your 
breakfast, you visit Ardbeg. You stay here for a 

tour, tasting, and lunch. The restaurant here is 
a beautiful place to relax and enjoy fine Scottish 
produce as you sip upon delightful drams. You 
then visit Laphroaig. This 200-year-old whisky 
distiller is a favourite with the British royal family 
and bears the seal of the Prince of Wales to 
prove it. Throughout the day, your driver-guide 
takes you to historical spots such as the ruins of 
Kildalton church and Dunyvaig Castle. You return 
to Bowmore for your last evening of the trip.

DAY 4

This morning, you take the ferry back to the 
mainland and replace the intoxicating fumes of 
whisky with the replenishing fresh air of Scotland’s 
West Highlands. You travel through coastal 
scenery to the beautiful village of Inveraray on 
the banks of Loch Fyne. The town is adorned with 
historic buildings, old boats, and a great whisky 
shop. Your trip continues to Loch Lomond where 
you have a chance to admire Great Britain’s 
largest body of water by surface area. You arrive 
in Edinburgh in the early evening.

DAY 5

Today, is a free day to explore Edinburgh, the 
historic capital of Scotland. There are so many 
options available here - why not take one our city 
tour  to familiarise yourself with the “old” and 
“new” towns of the city. No visit to Edinburgh 
would be complete without a visit to her medieval 
castle. Sitting on a volcanic plug there is no other 
city in Europe to offer a setting quite as unique as 
that of the castle rising high above the majestic 
Princes Street gardens, to the hustle and bustle of
the city’s first new town, and the main thoroughfare 
awash with designer shops. Lunch is booked for 
you at the Scotch Malt Whisky Society, a private 
members club of whisky enthusiasts from all over 



the world. A three-course lunch will be served in 
the excellent restaurant, following by a tasting of 
two special cask whiskies in the members rooms. 
Overnight again in Edinburgh.

DAY 6

This morning make your way to our departure 
point at Edinburgh Bus Station and check in at 
09.00am for the next leg of your tour - a three-
day Speyside Whisky adventure. You head north 
through the Kingdom of Fife to Lindores Abbey 
Distillery. This modern Scottish distillery is built 
on the site of the first ever recorded distiller in 
the country. After lunch in Pitlochry, you can 
sample the delights of Scotland’s highest distillery 
at Dalwhinnie, near the source of the River Spey. 
Once you’ve warmed with this dram of “the gentle 
spirit”, you continue through the Cairngorms 
National Park before reaching Grantown on Spey, 
your base for two nights.

DAY 7

A whole day exploring Scotland’s most famous 
whisky region. After a scenic drive towards the 
coast, your first stop of the day is at the family 
owned Benromach Distillery, where you can go on 
a personalised tour. You travel back up the Spey 
River to Craigellachie for a visit to the Speyside 
Cooperage, where you see another aspect of the 
whisky making process. After lunch here or in 
nearby Aberlour, you visit Glenfiddich Distillery, 
home to the world’s most popular single malt. 
Tradition and passion have shaped the distinctive 
flavours of this Speyside favourite since the Grant 
family first started distilling in this area more 
than 130 years ago. From here, you travel back to 
Grantown on Spey.

DAY 8

In the morning you visit Glenlivet, which is both 
a distillery and a beautiful glen with serene 
walks and wonderful wildlife. You then enjoy the 
majesty of Royal Deeside. You pass by Balmoral 
Castle, and stop in the village of Braemar in the 
heart of the National Park. From here the route 
south passes over Scotland’s highest mountain 
pass, through Perthshire, and back to Edinburgh.

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on 
this tour.

On this tour we have pre-booked a 
number of rooms in the beautiful 
Bowmore Distillery Cottages. These 
are self-catering cottages in the 
grounds of the distillery itself and offer 
a unique accommodation experience. 
The cottages have between 3 and 6 
bedrooms and these are all en-suite 
but are NOT serviced during your stay. 
The kitchen and lounge facilities are 
shared and self-service continental 
breakfast ingredients will be provided.

Please note that due to the shared 
nature of the accommodation, 
individual bedrooms do not have 
lockable doors.  When these rooms 
are full we will use nearby B&Bs.



ISLAY, IONA, MULL & SKYE

8 DAY TOUR - Islay’s Whisky & Iona, 
Mull, Skye

DAY 1

- Explore the delightful harbour town of Oban

- Venture through the sights and stories of the 
Loch Lomond National Park

- Try and spot dolphins and whales as you travel 
by ferry to Islay

Leaving Edinburgh, you head into the Highlands 
with a short stop in the holiday town of Callander 
for refreshments. After travelling through the 
mountainous part of the Loch Lomond National 
Park, you arrive in the busy harbour town of Oban.
Here, you can visit the Oban Distillery and sample 
some local seafood for lunch. You then depart 
Oban mid-afternoon for the journey through 
Kilmartin Glen to the port of Kennacraig where 
you catch the evening ferry to Islay. The sail is 
just over two hours, and you should look out for 
dolphins, whales, and seabirds. On arrival it’s a 
short drive to Bowmore for your three-night stay.

DAY 2

- Sample Scotland’s peatiest whiskies

- Discover the modern distillery of Kilchoman

Today you explore Islay’s beautiful viewpoints, 
white sand beaches, and famous whiskies. In the 
morning you enjoy a tour of Bowmore, the oldest 
licenced distillery on the island. Your driver-guide 
takes you to a nice spot for a lunch of local treats 
before you head to Bruichladdich distillery. This 
forward-thinking whisky hub offers a wide-range 
of single-malts that celebrate the provenance 
of Islay’s ingredients. Your next stop of the day 
is at Kilchoman Distillery. This is a proud and 
independent whisky-maker whose tastes are as 
bold as their environmental ethos. You have time 
for a tour and whisky tasting here, before a walk 
down the beautiful white beach that lies close by.
You head back to Bowmore where you can either  
tumble back to your room for the night or relax 
and explore the village.

DAY 3

- Savor some of the boldest tasting whiskies in 
Scotland

A tour to tease the palette - 8 
days to immerse yourself on 
the world famous Isle of Islay, 
a whisky connoisseurs dream, 
before enjoying a four island fest 
including the rolling mountains 
of gentle Mull, the spiritual and 
ever peaceful Island of Iona, the 
extraordinary and inspiring island 
of Staffa and the dramatic and 
majesty of the Isle of Skye.

Today you explore the southern side of the island, 
home to a few of the most famous whiskies in all 
of Scotland: Laphroaig, Lagavulin, and Ardbeg. 
After you’ve made it out of bed and eaten your 
breakfast, you visit Ardbeg. You stay here for a 
tour, tasting, and lunch. The restaurant here is 
a beautiful place to relax and enjoy fine Scottish 
produce as you sip upon delightful drams. You 
then visit Laphroaig. This 200-year-old whisky 
distiller is a favourite with the British royal family 
and bears the seal of the Prince of Wales to 
prove it. Throughout the day, your driver-guide 
takes you to historical spots such as the ruins of 
Kildalton church and Dunyvaig Castle. You return 
to Bowmore for your last evening of the trip.

DAY 4

This morning you take the ferry back to the 
mainland and travel round the coast to the 
beautiful little village of Inveraray on the banks 
of Loch Fyne. The town is adorned with historic 
buildings, old boats, and a great whisky shop. 
Here you’ll join a new bus for the continuation 
of your tour to Oban. Your guides will help you 



On this tour we have pre-booked a 
number of rooms in the beautiful 
Bowmore Distillery Cottages. These are 
self-catering cottages in the grounds 
of the distillery itself and offer a 
unique accommodation experience. 
The cottages have between 3 and 6 
bedrooms and these are all en-suite but 
are NOT serviced during your stay. The 
kitchen and lounge facilities are shared 
and self-service continental breakfast 
ingredients will be provided.

PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO THE SHARED 
NATURE OF THE ACCOMMODATION 
INDIVIDUAL BEDROOMS DO NOT HAVE 
LOCKABLE DOORS.

When these rooms are full we will use 
nearby B&Bs.

transfer your luggage and introduce you to your 
new travelling companions. Once we arrive in 
Oban, you’ll have a free afternoon to enjoy this 
bustling and busy Highland town. For those 
who are partial to some retail therapy, there are 
numerous shopping possibilities, or for those who 
wish to continue their thirst for Scottish whisky, 
Oban distillery is nicely situated in the heart of 
the town. A hike uphill will bring its own rewards 
with stunning views from the most photographed 
structure in the west, McCaig’s folly. The folly built 
on instruction by a local banker in 1897 resembles 
the coliseum in Rome and provides magnificent 
vistas over the distant Firth of Lorne. You will stay 
in this glorious Highland town for 2 nights.

DAY 5

Is an early start crossing on the ferry to Mull 
and enjoying an island adventure exploring her 
dramatic coastlines and wild beauty, before taking 
the small ferry to the peace and tranquility of 
Iona - birthplace of Celtic Christianity and ancient 
burial ground of Scottish Kings. Here you can visit 
the historic abbey with its intricate carved crosses 
in the churchyard or explore the rocky headlands 
and sandy coves of this island gem. There is also 
an opportunity to take a small boat (optional) 
out to the island of Staffa and view the dramatic 
basalt columns immortalised by Mendelssohn in 
his Hebridean Overture “Fingal’s Cave”. You then 
return on the ferry to Oban for your second night.

DAY 6

Takes you north along the west coast around 
Appin, passing the impregnable Castle Stalker, and 
Glencoe, scene of the infamous massacre of the 
Clan Macdonald in 1692. You then pass through 
Fort William nestling in the shadow of Ben Nevis 
which at 1344 meters is the highest mountain in 
the British Isles. We continue through the Great 
Glen a natural fault in the earth’s crust that runs 
through Scotland and on through Ireland. From 
here you travel north to the picturesque fishing 
village of Plockton. You are then dropped off at 
your accommodation in the early evening.

DAY 7

Today is a very flexible day on Skye. There are 
many possibilities depending on the weather and 
your driver/guide will use his/her local knowledge 
to decide on the best day out for the group. For 
example: heading North towards Trotternish 
you may have the chance to ascend the Quiraing 
and be rewarded with spectacular views. In the 
afternoon the tour may concentrate on the south 

of the island. Spend time heading down to Elgol for 
seascapes and views of the Cuillin, or Glenbrittle 
and its famed waterfalls. We return you to your 
accommodation in Plockton in the late afternoon 
for you to enjoy a free evening in the village.

DAY 8

You will be collected from your accommodation 
for the short drive to the famous stronghold of 
Eilean Donan Castle, used in the film “Highlander”, 
set at the junction of three lochs as protection 
against Viking raiders. Then you travel east taking 
in the stunning views over Loch Duich and the 5 
Sisters of Kintail. Continue on to Loch Ness for 
lunch and the possibility of spotting “Nessie”. 
Heading south now through the Grampian 
mountains along Loch Laggan, made famous now 
as “Monarch of the Glen Country” before passing 
Dalwhinnie, home to Scotland’s highest whisky 
Distillery, and onwards into Perthshire where we 
stop for refreshments before heading back to 
Edinburgh past Perth and over the Firth of Forth.

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on 
this tour.



IONA, MULL, SKYE & ORKNEY

9 DAY TOUR - Skye, Orkney & the 
Northern Coast

DAY 1

We take you north passed Stirling castle, and then 
west to Scotland’s first National Park around Loch 
Lomond and the bonny banks. You will travel 
through the impressive mountains of the West 
Highlands through the magnificent white-washed 
18th Century town of Inveraray, home to the 
Campbell Clan and the Duke of Argyll. The afternoon 
will be spent in the heart of Argyll exploring the area 
close to the ancient Kingdom of Dalriada before 
arriving in bustling town of Oban, the gateway to 
the islands, for your two-night stay.

DAY 2

Today is an early start crossing on the ferry to 
Mull and enjoying an island adventure exploring 
her dramatic coastlines and wild beauty, before 
taking the small ferry to the peace and tranquility 
of Iona - birthplace of Celtic Christianity and ancient 
burial ground of Scottish Kings. Here you can visit 
the historic abbey with its intricate carved crosses 
in the churchyard or explore the rocky headlands 
and sandy coves of this island gem. There is also 
an opportunity to take a small boat (optional) out 
to the island of Staffa and view the dramatic basalt 
columns immortalised by Mendelssohn in his 
Hebridean Overture “Fingal’s Cave”. You then return 
on the ferry to Oban for your second night. 

DAY 3

Takes you north along the west coast around 
Appin, passing the impregnable Castle Stalker, and 
Glencoe, scene of the infamous massacre of the 
Clan Macdonald in 1692. You then pass through Fort 
William nestling in the shadow of Ben Nevis which at 
1344 meters is the highest mountain in the British 
Isles. We continue through the Great Glen a natural 
fault in the earth’s crust that runs through Scotland 
and on through Ireland. From here you travel north 
to the picturesque fishing village of Plockton. You 
are then dropped off at your accommodation in the 
early evening.

DAY 4

Today is a very flexible day on Skye. There are 
many possibilities depending on the weather and 

The tour of dreams: nine days to 
enjoy five fantastic west coast is-
lands and the prehistoric beauty 
and history of the northern Ork-
ney Islands. 

Tour highlights include the roll-
ing splendour of the Island of 
Mull, the peace and spirituality of 
Columba’s Iona – with an optional 
visit to the breathtaking and mu-
sical Island of Staffa – followed by 
the dramatic beauty of our most 
famous of Islands, Skye. Let the 
‘misty isle’ enchant you with her 
incredible bounty before heading 
to the Orkney archipelago, rich in 
its archaeological treasures. High-
lights also include infamous Glen-
coe, the national park and bonnie 
banks of Loch Lomond, Eilean Do-
nan Castle, and no trip would be 
complete without a visit to the ee-
rie shores of Loch Ness.

your driver/guide will use his/her local knowledge 
to decide on the best day out for the group. For 
example: heading North towards Trotternish you 
may have the chance to ascend the Quiraing and be 
rewarded with spectacular views. In the afternoon 
the tour may concentrate on the south of the island. 
Spend time heading down to Elgol for seascapes and 
views of the Cuillin. Or drink in the scenery at Loch 
Corruisk and Glenbrittle with its famed waterfalls. 



We return you to your accommodation in Plockton 
in the late afternoon for you to enjoy a free evening 
in the village.

DAY 5

You will be collected from your accommodation for 
the short drive to the famous stronghold of Eilean 
Donan Castle, used in the film “Highlander”, set at 
the junction of three lochs as protection against 
Viking raiders. Then you travel east taking in the 
stunning views over Loch Duich and the 5 Sisters of 
Kintail. Continue on to Loch Ness for lunch and the 
possibility of spotting “Nessie”. Half an hour south of 
Loch Ness you will stop in the village of Spean Bridge 
and join a new bus for the continuation of your tour 
to Orkney. Your guides will help you transfer your 
luggage and introduce you to your new travelling 
companions. With your new crew you will continue 
north following the Great Glen travelling the entire 
23 miles of the famous Loch passing by Urquhart 
castle. You can expect to arrive in Inverness, the 
Highland capital, and the place of our overnight stay 
at approx 18.30 where you will be dropped off at 
your pre booked accommodation.

DAY 6

Is an early start, leaving behind the ”Capital of the 
Highlands”, crossing over the Black Isle, and past 
Dunrobin Castle. From here you drive through 
the northeast Highland coastline, travelling into 
some of Scotland’s most dramatic scenery, and 
enjoy amazing views of some of Europe’s oldest 
landscapes and the chance to see wildlife such 
as Golden Eagles and red deer. Onwards through 
Scotland’s most northerly mainland village, John 
o’ Groats, and then to Gills Bay, where you board 
the ferry, crossing the Pentland Firth into the 
Orkney Archipelago. From here it is a short drive 
to the famous Italian Chapel where we stop for a 
visit before continuing to the Viking stronghold of 
Kirkwall, Capital of Orkney where you shall stay for 
2 nights. Here you can visit Kirkwall’s magnificent 
Viking Cathedral and its historic winding streets.

DAY 7

Is your chance to explore this fantastic, ancient 
island; a land of contrasts where fertile green 
pastures are fringed by shores of golden sands 
washed by waters of the North Sea and Atlantic 
Ocean. You will visit the 5000-year-old village of 
Skara Brae (older than the Pyramids of Egypt!), the 
mystical prehistoric stone circle at Brodgar and 
the Druidic standing stones of Stenness. We stop 

in Stromness - one of Scotland’s most picturesque 
seaboard villages and then travel onto Maeshowe, 
where in the 12th century the Vikings left one of the
largest collections of Norse runic inscriptions. Then 
it’s back to Kirkwall for our second night after what 
is sure to be a memorable day.

DAY 8

Is a relaxed start to the day, as you leave Orkney and 
sail the Viking waters back to the mainland. From 
here you travel the old road right across the very 
top of Scotland, driving past the stunning Ben Loyal 
and Ben Hope mountains following the rocky cliffs 
and stunning golden sand beaches of our northern 
coastline. We then visit the far northwest highlands 
and the grandeur, expanse and wilderness of the 
mountains of Assynt before stopping to view the 
15th century ruins of Ardvreck Castle. From here 
we travel to Ullapool, situated at the mouth of Loch 
Broom, a beautiful whitewashed fishing village 
where we spent our last night’s stay on tour.

DAY 9

Leaving Ullapool behind you, you take in the drama 
of the River Droma as it plunges 60m down into 
Corrieshalloch Gorge, before taking in the beautiful 
Loch Glascarnoch, on the way past the “Capital 
of the Highlands”; Inverness. You can then visit 
Culloden Moor, the site of The Battle of Culloden in 
1746, one of the bloodiest events in our history and 
the last battle to have been fought on the British 
mainland, before taking a short drive to the ancient 
standing stones at Clava Cairns, made famous by 
Diana Gabaldon in the &quot;Outlander&quot; 
books. This prehistoric and stunning Bronze Age 
burial ground is one of the oldest in Scotland. From 
here you travel through the ancient Caledonian Pine 
Forest, hugging the Cairngorm mountain range. 
Lunch will be spent in these beautiful surroundings 
before travelling through big tree country of 
Perthshire, through the Kingdom of Fife, and back 
to Edinburgh.

*You will stay in Portree if your are on a tour that 
departs Edinburgh on a Friday.



ORKNEY & THE OUTHER HEBRIDES

10 DAY TOUR - Orkney, the Outer 
Hebrides & Skye

DAY 1

Departing Edinburgh, you head west towards 
Stirling, passing Stirling Castle and the Wallace 
Monument. You also pass Doune Castle (set of 
Monty Python’s “Holy Grail”) before stopping in 
the small town of Callander for a refreshment 
stop. You now cross over the Fault Line into the 
magnificent Highlands taking in the splendour 
of Loch Lubnaig, Loch Earn, Glen Ogle and Glen 
Dochart, as you travel north over the wild and 
remote Rannoch Moor into Glencoe. The stunning 
views and spectacular landscapes of our own 
super (extinct) volcano and scene of the infamous 
massacre of the Clan MacDonald in 1692, where 
many of the Clan MacDonald were slaughtered. 
You stop in this imposing mountain Glen so you
can enjoy the spectacular views. You continue 
north up the Great Glen to the mysterious 
beauty of Loch Ness, travelling the whole 23 
miles of the famous Loch - plenty of time to try 
and spot “Nessie”! You arrive at your destination 
of Inverness at approx 18.30 where you will be 
dropped off at your booked accommodation. The 
evening is free for you to explore the “Capital of 
the Highlands”.

DAY 2

Is an early start, leaving behind the ‘Capital of the 
Highlands’, crossing over the Black Isle, and past 
Dunrobin Castle. From here you drive through 
the northeast Highland coastline, travelling into 
some of Scotland’s most dramatic scenery, and 
enjoy amazing views of some of Europe’s oldest 
landscapes and the chance to see wildlife such 
as Golden Eagles and red deer. Onwards through 
Scotland’s most northerly mainland village, John 
o’ Groats, and then to Gills Bay, where you board 
the ferry, crossing the Pentland Firth into the 
Orkney Archipelago. From here it is a short drive 
to the famous Italian Chapel where we stop for 
a visit before continuing to the Viking stronghold 
of Kirkwall, Capital of Orkney where you shall 
stay for two nights. Here you can visit Kirkwall’s 
magnificent Viking Cathedral and its historic 
winding streets.

A tour to remember forever - 10 
days to enjoy the archaeological 
wonders and prehistoric history of 
the northern Orkney Isles, coupled 
with an escape to the Western Isles 
of Lewis and breathtaking Harris. 

Tour highlights include the mag-
nificence of Orkney, with her treas-
ure trove of ancient delights, the 
incredibly haunting and remote 
area of Sutherland where trage-
dy and beauty go hand in hand. 
Ullapool, nestling on the shores 
of Loch Broom, is where we trav-
el from to Lewis, and absorb our-
selves in Gaelic culture, and enjoy 
the truly inspirational surround-
ings of Harris with her mountains 
and glorious white beaches before 
crossing the sea again to the dra-
ma that is the island of Skye.

DAY 3

Is your chance to explore this fantastic, ancient 
island; a land of contrasts where fertile green 
pastures are fringed by shores of golden sands 
washed by waters of the North Sea and Atlantic 
Ocean. You will visit the 5000-year-old village of 
Skara Brae (older than the Pyramids of Egypt!), the 
mystical prehistoric stone circle at Brodgar and 



the Druidic standing stones of Stenness. We stop 
in Stromness - one of Scotland’s most picturesque 
seaboard villages and then travel onto Maeshowe, 
where in the 12th century the Vikings left one of 
the largest collections of Norse runic inscriptions. 
Then it’s back to Kirkwall for our 2nd night after 
what is sure to be a memorable day.

DAY 4

Is a relaxed start to the day, as you leave Orkney 
and sail the Viking waters back to the mainland. 
From here you travel the old road right across 
the very top of Scotland, driving past the stunning 
Ben Loyal and Ben Hope mountains following the 
rocky cliffs and stunning golden sand beaches 
of our northern coastline. We then visit the far 
northwest Highlands and the grandeur, expanse 
and wilderness of the mountains of Assynt 
before stopping to view the 15th century ruins of 
Ardvreck Castle. From here we travel to Ullapool, 
situated at the mouth of Loch Broom, a beautiful 
whitewashed fishing village where you will spend 
you next two nights. You will say goodbye to this 
group here and will be collected by your new 
guide and group on the morning of day six.

DAY 5

Gives you a free day in Ullapool to do as you 
please before joining up with your new crew the 
next day. There are many possibilities available 
in this lovely town, options for your day include 
enjoying a day just to relax and absorb the 
Highland tranquil pace of life whilst browsing the 
small craft boutiques nestling through the streets 
of the town. Alternatively, you could head up 
Claypool hill for an easy two-hour walk offering 
wonderful views over Loch Broom reaching a 
maximum height of 900ft. Or for the even more 
adventurous, add to this walk by completing 
a three-hour circuit returning to the town via 
Rhiddoroch estate. (Full details of all local walks 
can be found at the local tourist information 
centre). There is also a local swimming pool, and 
a small museum giving an informative narrative 
about the natural and social history of the area.

DAY 6

Catch the morning ferry from Ullapool for the 
two-hour sail along Loch Broom, past the Summer 
Isles then out across the Minch to Stornoway – 
the main town on Lewis and capital of the Outer 
Hebrides. Look out for dolphins, whales and 
seabirds during the crossing. In the afternoon 



DAY 10

Departing from Portree the return journey to 
Edinburgh has many highlights – a visit to Eilean 
Donan Castle, Fort William and the dramatic 
scenery and dark history of Glencoe. Lastly, you 
will travel through the Central Highlands before 
returning to Edinburgh in the evening.

explore the North West coast from the traditional 
crofting townships to Port of Ness and the very 
north tip of the island – the Butt of Lewis. From 
the lighthouse here there is nothing between you 
and the Americas! Overnight in Stornoway.

DAY 7

Today will be spent exploring some of the 
prehistoric remains on the island as well as its 
finest beaches. The fascinating circular stone 
fort, or Broch, at Carloway will be our first stop 
followed by more traditional crofting communities 
such as Gearrannan and Shawbost. You’ll also 
have the chance to gain an insight into island 
life at The Blackhouse in Arnol. Then it’s on to 
Callanish with its mysterious ancient stone circle. 
In the afternoon you will head for the remote 
district of Uig with its fine, sandy beaches at 
Bhaltos, dramatic sea cliffs and rugged hills. This 
is the wilderness of the Western Isles at its finest. 
Overnight again in Stornoway.

DAY 8

Travelling south today from the wild moorlands 
of Lewis to the more mountainous Harris – almost 
but not quite an island on its own. Famous for the
locally produced cloth, Harris Tweed, it is also 
home to the highest mountains in the Outer 
Hebrides and the stunning white sands of 
Luskentyre. After a morning of exploring South 
Harris you will stop for lunch in the small port 
of Tarbet. Here you will catch the late afternoon 
ferry to Skye and continue on to the harbour town 
of Portree, your base for the next two nights.

DAY 9

Is a very flexible day on Skye. There are many 
possibilities depending on the weather and your 
driver/guide’s knowledge will come to the fore in 
developing the best day out for you. For example 
you might travel north to the stunning Quiraing 
mountain pass and enjoy a spectacular walk 
through some of Skye’s extraordinary geological 
scenery or visit the Kilt Rock, composed of basalt 
columns (reminiscent of the pleats in a kilt) with its 
waterfall cascading over the cliffs and down into 
the sea below. Or, after lunch you could travel to 
Neist Point for a walk out to the lighthouse at the 
most westerly point on Skye. Alternatively, a visit 
to Dunvegan Castle, ancient ancestral seat of the
Clan McLeod, may be possible.

TRUE FACT:

St Kilda, the westernmost group 
of islands of the Outer Hebrides, 
has become completely uninhab-
ited by humans since 1930. It is 
home to the world’s second larg-
est colony of Northern Gannets, 
totalling 30,000 pairs (24% of the 
global population), as well as sev-
eral breeding pairs of Leach’s Pet-
rels, and Atlantic Puffins. St Kilda 
has been granted World Heritage 
Site status in 1986, and is one of 
the few in the world to hold joint 
status for its natural and cultural 
qualities.



SCOTTISH ISLAND HIGHLIGHTS

12 DAY TOUR - Islay, Iona, Mull, Skye 
& Orkney

DAY 1

Leaving Edinburgh, you will head west to Stirling 
and into the Highlands with a short stop in the 
holiday town of Callander for refreshments. After 
travelling through the mountainous northern part 
of the Loch Lomond National Park you will arrive in 
the busy harbour town of Oban. Here, you will have 
the chance to visit the Oban Distillery and sample 
some local seafood for lunch. You will then depart 
Oban mid-afternoon and if time permits, stop in at 
Kilmartin Glen where you can delve into the past. The 
journey then continues to Kennacraig to catch the 
evening ferry to Islay. The sail is just over two hours 
and you should look out for wildlife such as dolphins, 
whales and seabirds. On arrival on Islay it is a short 
drive to Bowmore for your three-night stay.

DAY 2

A full day exploring Islay. The itinerary today includes 
a mixture of beautiful scenery, white sand beaches 
and of course the famous Islay whiskies - renowned 
for their strong peaty flavours and nurtured by 
the salty sea air. In the morning you enjoy a tour 
of Bowmore, the oldest licenced distillery on the 
island. Your driver-guide will then take you to a nice 
spot for a lunch of local treats before you head to 
Bruichladdich distillery. This forward-thinking whisky 
hub offers a wide-range of single-malts that celebrate 
the provenance of Islay’s ingredients. Your next stop 
of the day is at Kilchoman Distillery. This is a proud 
and independent whisky-maker whose tastes are as 
bold as their environmental ethos. You have time for 
a tour and whisky tasting here, before a walk down 
the beautiful white beach that lies close by. To end 
the day, you head back to Bowmore where you can 
either stumble back to your room for the night or 
relax and explore the village.

DAY 3

Today you explore the southern side of the island, 
home to a few of the most famous whiskies in all of 
Scotland: Laphroaig, Lagavulin, and Ardbeg.

After you’ve made it out of bed and eaten your 
breakfast, you visit Ardbeg. You stay here for a tour, 
tasting, and lunch. The restaurant here is a beautiful 
place to relax and enjoy fine Scottish produce as you 
sip upon delightful drams.

Explore the extremes of north 
West Europe’s last great wilder-
ness - 12 days to enjoy 4 fantastic 
west coast islands and the pre-
historic beauty and history of the 
northern Orkney islands, coupled 
with an escape to the western Isles 
of Lewis and breathtaking Harris. 

Tour highlights include the whisky 
island Islay “Queen of the Isles”, 
the rolling splendour of the is-
land of Mull, the peace and spirit-
uality of Columba’s Iona, with an 
optional visit to the breathtaking 
and musical Island of Staffa, fol-
lowed by the dramatic beauty of 
our most famous of Islands, Skye. 
Let the ‘misty isle’ enchant you 
with her incredible bounty before 
heading to the Orkney archipela-
go, rich in its archaeological treas-
ures. Ullapool, nestling on the 
shores of Loch Broom is the final 
overnight stop and the tour finish-
es with a visit to Culloden Moor 
and the Cairngorm Mountains.



You then visit Laphroaig. This 200-year-old whisky 
distiller is a favourite with the British royal family and 
bears the seal of the Prince of Wales to prove it.

DAY 4

This morning you take the ferry back to the mainland 
and travel round the coast to the beautiful little village 
of Inveraray on the banks of Loch Fyne. Here you’ll join 
a new bus for the continuation of your tour to Oban. 
Your guides will help you transfer your luggage and 
introduce you to your new travelling companions. 
Once we arrive in Oban, you’ll have a free afternoon 
to enjoy this bustling and busy highland town. 
For those who are partial to some retail therapy, 
there are numerous shopping possibilities, or for 
those who wish to continue their thirst for Scottish 
whisky, Oban distillery is nicely situated in the heart 
of the town. A hike uphill will bring its own rewards 
with stunning views from the most photographed 
structure in the west, McCaig’s folly. The folly built on 
instruction by a local banker in 1897 resembles the 
coliseum in Rome and provides magnificent vistas 
over the distant Firth of Lorne. You will stay in this 
glorious highland town for two nights.

DAY 5

Is an early start crossing on the ferry to Mull and 
enjoying an island adventure exploring her dramatic 
coastlines and wild beauty, before taking the small 
ferry to the peace and tranquility of Iona - birthplace 
of Celtic Christianity and ancient burial ground of 
Scottish Kings. Here you can visit the historic abbey 
with its intricate carved crosses in the churchyard 
or explore the rocky headlands and sandy coves of 
this island gem. There is also an opportunity to take 
a small boat (optional) out to the island of Staffa and 
view the dramatic basalt columns immortalised by 
Mendelssohn in his Hebridean Overture “Fingal’s 
Cave”. You then return on the ferry to Oban for your 
second night.

DAY 6

Takes you north along the west coast around 
Appin, passing the impregnable Castle Stalker, and 
Glencoe, scene of the infamous massacre of the 
Clan Macdonald in 1692. You then pass through Fort 
William nestling in the shadow of Ben Nevis which at 
1344 meters is the highest mountain in the British 
Isles. We continue through the Great Glen a natural 
fault in the earth’s crust that runs through Scotland 
and on through Ireland. From here you travel north 
to the picturesque fishing village of Plockton. You 

are then dropped off at your accommodation in the 
early evening.

DAY 7

Today is a very flexible day on Skye. There are 
many possibilities depending on the weather and 
your driver/guide will use his/her local knowledge 
to decide on the best day out for the group. For 
example: heading North towards Trotternish you 
may have the chance to ascend the Quiraing and be 
rewarded with spectacular views. In the afternoon 
the tour may concentrate on the south of the island. 
Spend time heading down to Elgol for seascapes and 
views of the Cuillin. Or drink in the scenery at Loch
Corruisk and Glenbrittle with its famed waterfalls. 
We return you to your accommodation in Plockton 
in the late afternoon for you to enjoy a free evening 
in the village.

DAY 8

You will be collected from your accommodation for the 
short drive to the famous stronghold of Eilean Donan 
Castle, used in the film &quot;Highlander&quot;, set 
at the junction of 3 lochs as protection against Viking 
raiders. Then you travel east taking in the stunning 
views over Loch Duich and the 5 Sisters of Kintail. 
Continue on to Loch Ness for lunch and the possibility 
of spotting “Nessie”. Half an hour south of Loch Ness 
you will stop in the village of Spean Bridge and join a 
new bus for the continuation of your tour to Orkney. 
Your guides will help you transfer your luggage and 
introduce you to your new travelling companions. 
With your new crew you will continue north following 
the Great Glen travelling the entire 23 miles of the 
famous Loch passing by Urquhart castle. You can 
expect to arrive in Inverness, the Highland capital, 
and the place of our overnight stay at approx 18.30 
where you will be dropped off at your pre booked
accommodation.

DAY 9

Is an early start, leaving behind the “Capital of the 
Highlands”, crossing over the Black Isle, and past 
Dunrobin Castle. From here you drive through the 
northeast Highland coastline, travelling into some of 
Scotland’s most dramatic scenery, and enjoy amazing
views of some of Europe’s oldest landscapes and the 
chance to see wildlife such as Golden Eagles and red 
deer. Onwards through Scotland’s most northerly 
mainland village, John o’Groats, and then to Gills Bay, 
where you board the ferry, crossing the Pentland 
Firth into the Orkney Archipelago. From here it is 
a short drive to the famous Italian Chapel where 



we stop for a visit before continuing to the Viking 
stronghold of Kirkwall, Capital of Orkney where you 
shall stay for 2 nights. Here you can visit Kirkwall’s 
magnificent Viking Cathedral and its historic winding 
streets. 

DAY 10

Is your chance to explore this fantastic, ancient island; 
a land of contrasts where fertile green pastures are 
fringed by shores of golden sands washed by waters 
of the North Sea and Atlantic Ocean. You will visit 
the 5000-year-old village of Skara Brae (older than 
the Pyramids of Egypt!), the mystical prehistoric 
stone circle at Brodgar and the Druidic standing 
stones of Stenness. We stop in Stromness - one of 
Scotland&#39;s most picturesque seaboard villages 
and then travel onto Maeshowe, where in the 12th 
century the Vikings left one of the largest collections 
of Norse runic inscriptions. Then it’s back to Kirkwall
for our second night after what is sure to be a 
memorable day.

DAY 11

Is a relaxed start to the day, as you leave Orkney and 
sail the Viking waters back to the mainland. From 
here you travel the old road right across the very 
top of Scotland, driving past the stunning Ben Loyal 
and Ben Hope mountains following the rocky cliffs 
and stunning golden sand beaches of our northern 
coastline. We then visit the far northwest highlands 
and the grandeur, expanse and wilderness of the 
mountains of Assynt before stopping to view the 
15th century ruins of Ardvreck Castle. From here we
travel to Ullapool, situated at the mouth of Loch 
Broom, a beautiful whitewashed fishing village 
where we spent our last night’s stay on tour.

DAY 12

Leaving Ullapool behind you, you take in the drama 
of the River Droma as it plunges 60m down into 
Corrieshalloch Gorge, before taking in the beautiful 
Loch Glascarnoch, on the way past the “Capital of the 
Highlands”, Inverness. You can then visit Culloden 
Moor, the site of The Battle of Culloden in 1746, one 
of the bloodiest events in our history and the last 
battle to have been fought on the British mainland, 
before taking a short drive to the ancient standing 
stones at Clava Cairns, made famous by Diana 
Gabaldon in the &quot;Outlander&quot; books. This 
prehistoric and stunning Bronze Age burial ground is 
one of the oldest in Scotland. From here you travel 
through the ancient Caledonian Pine Forest, hugging 
the Cairngorm mountain range. Lunch will be spent 

in these beautiful surroundings before travelling 
through big tree country of Perthshire, through the 
Kingdom of Fife, and back to Edinburgh.

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on 
this tour.

On this tour we have pre-booked a 
number of rooms in the beautiful 
Bowmore Distillery Cottages. These are 
self-catering cottages in the grounds of 
the distillery itself and offer a unique 
accommodation experience. 

The cottages
have between 3 and 6 bedrooms and 
these are all en-suite but are NOT 
serviced during your stay. The kitchen 
and lounge facilities are shared and 
self-service continental breakfast 
ingredients will be provided.

Please note that due to the shared 
nature of the accommodation, 
individual bedrooms do not have 
lockable doors.  When these rooms 
are full we will use nearby B&Bs.



ISLAND HOPPING ADVENTURE

14 DAY TOUR - Iona, Mull, Skye, 
Orkney & the Outer Hebrides

DAY 1

Takes you north past Stirling castle, and then 
west to Scotland’s first National Park around 
Loch Lomond, and the “bonnie banks”. You will 
travel through the impressive mountains of the 
West Highlands through the magnificent white-
washed 18th Century town of Inveraray, home 
to the Campbell Clan and the Duke of Argyll. 
The afternoon will be spent in the heart of Argyll 
exploring the area close to the ancient Kingdom of
Dalriada before arriving in bustling town of Oban, 
the gateway to the islands, for your two-night stay.

DAY 2

Is an early start crossing on the ferry to Mull 
and enjoying an island adventure exploring her 
dramatic coastlines and wild beauty, before taking 
the small ferry to the peace and tranquility of Iona 
- birthplace of Celtic Christianity and ancient burial 
ground of Scottish Kings. Here you can visit the 
historic abbey with its intricate carved crosses in 
the churchyard or explore the rocky headlands 
and sandy coves of this island gem. There is also 
an opportunity to take a small boat (optional) 
out to the island of Staffa and view the dramatic 
basalt columns immortalised by Mendelssohn in 
his Hebridean Overture “Fingal’s Cave”. You then 
return on the ferry to Oban for your second night.

DAY 3

Takes you north along the west coast around 
Appin, passing the impregnable Castle Stalker, and 
Glencoe, scene of the infamous massacre of the 
Clan Macdonald in 1692. You then pass through 
Fort William nestling in the shadow of Ben Nevis 
which at 1344 meters is the highest mountain in 
the British Isles. We continue through the Great 
Glen a natural fault in the earth’s crust that runs 
through Scotland and on through Ireland. From 
here you travel north to the picturesque fishing 
village of Plockton. You are then dropped off at 
your accommodation in the early evening.

DAY 4

Today is a very flexible day on Skye. There are 
many possibilities depending on the weather and 

Explore the extremes of North 
West Europe’s last great wilder-
ness - 14 days to enjoy 7 fantastic 
west coast islands and the pre-
historic beauty and history of the 
Northern Orkney Islands, coupled 
with an escape to the Western Isles 
of Lewis and breathtaking Harris. 

Tour highlights include the rolling 
splendour of the island of Mull, the 
peace and spirituality of Colum-
ba’s Iona, with an optional visit to 
the breathtaking and musical is-
land of Staffa, followed by the dra-
matic beauty of our most famous 
islands, Skye. Let the ‘misty island’ 
enchant you with her incredible 
scenery before heading to the Ork-
ney archipelago, rich in its archae-
ological treasures. Ullapool, nest-
ling on the shores of Loch Broom, 
is where we travel from to Lewis, 
and absorb ourselves in Gaelic 
culture, and enjoy the truly inspi-
rational surroundings of Harris 
with her mountains and glorious 
white beaches before crossing the 
sea again to the drama that is the 
island of Skye. 



your driver/guide will use his/her local knowledge 
to decide on the best day out for the group. For 
example: heading North towards Trotternish 
you may have the chance to ascend the Quiraing 
and be rewarded with spectacular views. In the 
afternoon the tour may concentrate on the south 
of the island. Spend time heading down to Elgol 
for seascapes and views of the Cuillin. Or drink 
in the scenery at Loch Corruisk and Glenbrittle 
with its famed waterfalls. We return you to your 
accommodation in Plockton in the late afternoon 
for you to enjoy a free evening in the village.

DAY 5

You will be collected from your accommodation for 
the short drive to the famous stronghold of Eilean 
Donan Castle, used in the film “Highlander”, set at
the junction of three lochs as protection against 
Viking raiders. Then you travel east taking in 
the stunning views over Loch Duich and the five 
Sisters of Kintail. Continue on to Loch Ness for 
lunch and the possibility of spotting “Nessie”. Half 
an hour south of Loch Ness you will stop in the 
village of Spean Bridge and join a new bus for the 
continuation of your tour to Orkney. Your guides 
will help you transfer your luggage and introduce 
you to your new travelling companions. With your 
new crew you will continue north following the 
Great Glen travelling the entire 23 miles of the 
famous Loch passing by Urquhart castle. You can
expect to arrive in Inverness, the Highland capital, 
and the place of our overnight stay at approx 18.30 
where you will be dropped off at your pre booked
accommodation.

DAY 6

Is an early start, leaving behind the “Capital of the 
Highlands”, crossing over the Black Isle, and past 
Dunrobin Castle. From here you drive through 
the northeast Highland coastline, travelling into 
some of Scotland’s most dramatic scenery, and 
enjoy amazing views of some of Europe’s oldest 
landscapes and the chance to see wildlife such 
as Golden Eagles and red deer. Onwards through 
Scotland’s most northerly mainland village, John 
o’Groats, and then to Gills Bay, where you board 
the ferry, crossing the Pentland Firth into the 
Orkney Archipelago. From here it is a short drive 
to the famous Italian Chapel where we stop for a 
visit before continuing to the Viking stronghold of 
Kirkwall, Capital of Orkney where you shall stay for 
two nights. Here you can visit Kirkwall’s magnificent 
Viking Cathedral and its historic winding streets.

DAY 7

Is your chance to explore this fantastic, ancient 
island; a land of contrasts where fertile green 
pastures are fringed by shores of golden sands 
washed by waters of the North Sea and Atlantic 
Ocean. You will visit the 5000-year-old village of 
Skara Brae (older than the Pyramids of Egypt!), the 
mystical prehistoric stone circle at Brodgar and 
the Druidic standing stones of Stenness. We stop 
in Stromness - one of Scotland’s most picturesque 
seaboard villages and then travel onto Maeshowe, 
where in the 12th century the Vikings left one of 
the largest collections of Norse runic inscriptions. 
Then it’s back to Kirkwall for our second night after 
what is sure to be a memorable day.

DAY 8

Is a relaxed start to the day, as you leave Orkney and 
sail the Viking waters back to the mainland. From 
here you travel the old road right across the very 
top of Scotland, driving past the stunning Ben Loyal 
and Ben Hope mountains following the rocky cliffs 
and stunning golden sand beaches of our northern 
coastline. We then visit the far northwest highlands 
and the grandeur, expanse and wilderness of the 
mountains of Assynt before stopping to view the 
15th century ruins of Ardvreck Castle. From here 
we travel to Ullapool, situated at the mouth of Loch 
Broom, a beautiful whitewashed fishing village 
where you will spend the next two nights. Once 
again you will leave the group at this point and on 
day 10 join your new group, with whom you will stay 
for the rest of the tour.

DAY 9

Gives you a free day in Ullapool to do as you please 
before joining up with your new crew the next day. 
There are many possibilities available in this lovely 
town, Options for your day include enjoying a day 
just to relax and absorb the highland tranquil pace 
of life whilst browsing the small craft boutiques 
nestling through the streets of the town. Or why 
not take the local boat, the ‘Summer Queen’ 
from the pier for an idyllic ‘summer Isles’ cruise. 
Alternatively, you could head up Claypool hill for an 
easy two-hour walk offering wonderful views over 
Loch Broom reaching a maximum height of 900ft. 
Or for the even more adventurous add to this walk 
by completing a three-hour circuit returning to the 
town via Rhiddoroch estate. (Full details of all local 
walks can be found at the local tourist information 
centre). There is also a local swimming pool, and 
a small museum giving an informative narrative 



about the natural and social history of the area.

DAY 10

Catch the morning ferry from Ullapool for the two-
hour sail along Loch Broom, past the Summer Isles 
then out across the Minch to Stornoway – the main 
town on Lewis and capital of the Outer Hebrides. 
Look out for dolphins, whales and seabirds during 
the crossing. 

In the afternoon explore the North West coast as 
you wind through traditional crofting townships to 
Port of Ness and the very north tip of the island – 
the Butt of Lewis. From the lighthouse here there is 
nothing between you and the Americas! Overnight 
in Stornoway.

DAY 11

Today will be spent exploring some of the 
prehistoric remains on the island as well as its 
finest beaches. The fascinating circular stone 
fort, or Broch, at Carloway will be our first stop 
followed by more traditional crofting communities 
such as Gearrannan and Shawbost. Then it’s on to 
Callanish with its mysterious ancient stone circle. 
In the afternoon you will head for the remote 
district of Uig with its fine, sandy beaches at 
Bhaltos, dramatic sea cliffs and rugged hills. This 
is the wilderness of the Western Isles at its finest. 
Overnight again in Stornoway.

DAY 12

Travelling south today from the wild moorlands of 
Lewis to the more mountainous Harris – almost 
but not quite an island on its own. Famous for the 
locally produced cloth, Harris Tweed, it is also home 
to the highest mountains in the Outer Hebrides 
and the stunning white sands of Luskentyre. After 
a morning of exploring South Harris you will stop 
for lunch in the small port of Tarbet. Here you will 
catch the late afternoon ferry to Skye and continue 
on to the harbour town of Portree, your base for 
the next two nights.

DAY 13

Is a very flexible day on Skye. There are many 
possibilities depending on the weather and your 
driver/guide’s knowledge will come to the fore in 
developing the best day out for you. For example 

you might travel north to the stunning Quiraing 
mountain pass and enjoy a spectacular walk 
through some of Skye’s extraordinary geological 
scenery or visit the Kilt Rock, composed of basalt 
columns (reminiscent of the pleats in a kilt) with its 
waterfall cascading over the cliffs and down into 
the sea below. Or, after lunch you could travel to 
Neist Point for a walk out to the lighthouse at the 
most westerly point on Skye. Alternatively, a visit 
to Dunvegan Castle, ancient ancestral seat of the 
Clan McLeod, may be possible.

DAY 14

Departing from Portree the return journey to 
Edinburgh has many highlights – a visit to Eilean 
Donan Castle, Fort William and the dramatic 
scenery and dark history of Glencoe. 

Lastly, you will travel through the mountainous 
Central Highlands before returning to Edinburgh 
in the evening.



ISLAND HOPPING EXTRAVAGANZA

17 DAY TOUR - Islay, Iona, Mull, 
Skye, Orkney & the Outer Hebrides

DAY 1

Leaving Edinburgh, you will head west to Stirling 
and into the Highlands with a short stop in the 
holiday town of Callander for refreshments. After 
travelling through the mountainous northern part 
of the Loch Lomond National Park you will arrive in 
the busy harbour town of Oban. Here, you will have 
the chance to visit the Oban Distillery and sample 
some local seafood for lunch. You will then depart 
Oban mid-afternoon for the journey to Kennacraig 
to catch the evening ferry to Islay. The sail is just 
over two hours and you should look out for wildlife 
such as dolphins, whales and seabirds. On arrival 
on Islay it is a short drive to Bowmore for your 
three-night stay.

DAY 2

We know whisky tasting can be hard work, so you 
begin the day with a little sleep in. 
After you’ve had an ample amount of breakfast, 
you enjoy a tour of Bowmore, the oldest licenced 
distillery on the island. Your driver-guide takes you to 
a nice spot for a lunch of local treats before you head 
to Bruichladdich distillery. This forward-thinking 
whisky hub offers a wide-range of single-malts that 
celebrate the provenance of Islay’s ingredients. Your 
next stop of the day is at Kilchoman Distillery. This 
is a proud and independent whisky-maker whose 
tastes are as bold as their environmental ethos. 
You have time for a tour and whisky tasting here, 
before a walk down the beautiful white beach that 
lies close by.  You head back to Bowmore where you 
can either stumble back to your room for the night 
or relax and explore the village.

DAY 3

Today you explore the southern side of the island, 
home to a few of the most famous whiskies in all 
of Scotland: Laphroaig, Lagavulin, and Ardbeg. After 
you’ve made it out of bed and eaten your breakfast, 
you visit Ardbeg. You stay here for a tour, tasting, 
and lunch. The restaurant here is a beautiful place 
to relax and enjoy fine Scottish produce as you sip 
upon delightful drams. You then visit Laphroaig. 
This 200-year-old whisky distiller is a favourite 
with the British royal family and bears the seal of 
the Prince of Wales to prove it. Throughout the 
day, your driver-guide takes you to historical spots 

Explore the extremes of North 
West Europe’s last great wilder-
ness - 17 days to enjoy 8 fantastic 
west coast islands and the pre-
historic beauty and history of the 
northern Orkney Islands, coupled 
with an escape to the Western Isles 
of Lewis and breathtaking Harris. 

Tour highlights include the whisky 
island Islay “Queen of the Isles”, 
the rolling splendour of the island 
of Mull, the peace and spirituality 
of Columba’s Iona, with an option-
al visit to the breathtaking and 
musical island of Staffa, followed 
by the dramatic beauty of our 
most famous of Islands, Skye. Let 
the ‘misty island’ enchant you with 
her incredible bounty before head-
ing to the Orkney archipelago, rich 
in its archaeological treasures. Ul-
lapool, nestling on the shores of 
Loch Broom, is where we travel 
from to Lewis, and absorb our-
selves in Gaelic culture and enjoy 
the truly inspirational surround-
ings of Harris with her mountains 
and glorious white beaches before 
crossing the sea again to the dra-
ma that is the island of Skye.



such as the ruins of Kildalton church and Dunyvaig 
Castle.You return to Bowmore for your last evening 
of the trip.

DAY 4

This morning you take the ferry back to the 
mainland and travel round the coast to the 
beautiful little village of Inveraray on the banks 
of Loch Fyne.  Here you’ll join a new bus for the 
continuation of your tour to Oban. Your guides will 
help you transfer your luggage and introduce you 
to your new travelling companions. Once we arrive 
in Oban, you’ll have a free afternoon to enjoy this 
bustling and busy highland town. For those who are 
partial to some retail therapy, there are numerous 
shopping possibilities, or for those who wish to 
continue their thirst for Scottish whisky, Oban 
distillery is nicely situated in the heart of the town. A 
hike uphill will bring its own rewards with stunning 
views from the most photographed structure in the 
west, McCaig’s folly. The folly built on instruction 
by a local banker in 1897 resembles the coliseum 
in Rome and provides magnificent vistas over the 
distant Firth of Lorne. You will stay in this glorious 
highland town for two nights.

DAY 5

Is an early start crossing on the ferry to Mull and 
enjoying an island adventure exploring her dramatic 
coastlines and wild beauty, before taking the small 
ferry to the peace and tranquility of Iona - birthplace 
of Celtic Christianity and ancient burial ground of 
Scottish Kings. Here you can visit the historic abbey 
with its intricate carved crosses in the churchyard 
or explore the rocky headlands and sandy coves of 
this island gem. There is also an opportunity to take 
a small boat (optional) out to the island of Staffa 
and view the dramatic basalt columns immortalised 
by Mendelssohn in his Hebridean Overture “Fingal’s 
Cave”. You then return on the ferry to Oban for your 
second night.

DAY 6

Takes you north along the west coast around 
Appin, passing the impregnable Castle Stalker, and 
Glencoe, scene of the infamous massacre of the 
Clan Macdonald in 1692. You then pass through Fort 
William nestling in the shadow of Ben Nevis which at 
1344 meters is the highest mountain in the British 
Isles. We continue through the Great Glen a natural 
fault in the earth’s crust that runs through Scotland 

and on through Ireland. From here you travel north 
to the picturesque fishing village of Plockton. You 
are then dropped off at your accommodation in the 
early evening.

DAY 7

Today is a very flexible day on Skye. There are 
many possibilities depending on the weather and 
your driver/guide will use his/her local knowledge 
to decide on the best day out for the group. For 
example: heading North towards Trotternish you 
may have the chance to ascend the Quiraing and be 
rewarded with spectacular views. In the afternoon 
the tour may concentrate on the south of the island. 
Spend time heading down to Elgol for seascapes and 
views of the Cuillin. Or drink in the scenery at Loch 
Corruisk and Glenbrittle with its famed waterfalls. 
We return you to your accommodation in Plockton 
in the late afternoon for you to enjoy a free evening 
in the village.

DAY 8

You will be collected from your accommodation 
for the short drive to the famous stronghold of 
Eilean Donan Castle, used in the film “Highlander”, 
set at the junction of 3 lochs as protection against 
Viking raiders. Then you travel east taking in the 
stunning views over Loch Duich and the 5 Sisters 
of Kintail. Continue on to Loch Ness for lunch 
and the possibility of spotting “Nessie”. Half 
an hour south of Loch Ness you will stop in the 
village of Spean Bridge and join a new bus for the 
continuation of your tour to Orkney. Your guides 
will help you transfer your luggage and introduce 
you to your new travelling companions. With your 
new crew you will continue north following the 
Great Glen travelling the entire 23 miles of the 
famous Loch passing by Urquhart castle. You can 
expect to arrive in Inverness, the Highland capital, 
and the place of our overnight stay at approx 
18.30 where you will be dropped off at your pre 
booked accommodation.

DAY 9

Today is an early start, leaving behind the “Capital 
of the Highlands”, crossing over the Black Isle, and 
past Dunrobin Castle. From here you drive through 
the northeast Highland coastline, travelling into 
some of Scotland’s most dramatic scenery, and 
enjoy amazing views of some of Europe’s oldest 
landscapes and the chance to see wildlife such 
as Golden Eagles and red deer. Onwards through 
Scotland’s most northerly mainland village, John 



o’ Groats, and then to Gills Bay, where you board 
the ferry, crossing the Pentland Firth into the 
Orkney Archipelago. From here it is a short drive 
to the famous Italian Chapel where we stop for a 
visit before continuing to the Viking stronghold of 
Kirkwall, Capital of Orkney where you shall stay for 
2 nights. Here you can visit Kirkwall’s magnificent 
Viking Cathedral and its historic winding streets.

DAY 10

This is your chance to explore this fantastic, ancient 
island; a land of contrasts where fertile green 
pastures are fringed by shores of golden sands 
washed by waters of the North Sea and Atlantic 
Ocean. You will visit the 5000-year-old village of 
Skara Brae (older than the Pyramids of Egypt!), the 
mystical prehistoric stone circle at Brodgar and 
the Druidic standing stones of Stenness. We stop 
in Stromness - one of Scotland’s most picturesque 
seaboard villages and then travel onto Maeshowe, 
where in the 12th century the Vikings left one of the 
largest collections of Norse runic inscriptions. Then
it’s back to Kirkwall for our 2nd night after what is 
sure to be a memorable day.

DAY 11

Today is a relaxed start to the day, as you leave 
Orkney and sail the Viking waters back to the 
mainland. From here you travel the old road right 
across the very top of Scotland, driving past the 
stunning Ben Loyal and Ben Hope mountains 
following the rocky cliffs and stunning golden sand 
beaches of our northern coastline. We then visit the 
far northwest highlands and the grandeur, expanse 
and wilderness of the mountains of Assynt before 
stopping to view the 15th century ruins of Ardvreck 
Castle. From here we travel to Ullapool, situated at 
the mouth of Loch Broom, a beautiful whitewashed 
fishing village where you will spend the next two 
nights. Once again you will leave the group at this 
point and on day 13 join your new group, with 
whom you will stay for the rest of the tour.

DAY 12

Today is a free day in Ullapool to do as you please 
before joining up with your new crew the next day. 
There are many possibilities available in this lovely 
town, Options for your day include enjoying a day 
just to relax and absorb the highland tranquil pace of 
life whilst browsing the small craft boutiques estling 
through the streets of the town. Or why not take the 
local boat, the ‘Summer Queen’ from the pier for an 
idyllic ‘summer Isles’ cruise. Alternatively, you could 

head up Claypool hill for an easy two-hour walk 
offering wonderful views over Loch Broom reaching 
a maximum height of 900ft. Or for the even more 
adventurous add to this walk by completing a three-
hour circuit returning to the town via Rhiddoroch 
estate. (Full details of all local walks can be found at 
the local tourist information centre). There is also a 
local swimming pool, and a small museum giving an 
informative narrative about the natural and social 
history of the area.

DAY 13

Catch the morning ferry from Ullapool for the two 
hour sail along Loch Broom, past the Summer Isles 
then out across the Minch to Stornoway – the main 
town on Lewis and capital of the Outer Hebrides. 
Look out for dolphins, whales and seabirds during 
the crossing.  In the afternoon explore the North 
West coast as you wind through traditional crofting 
townships to Port of Ness and the very north tip of 
the island – the Butt of Lewis. From the lighthouse 
here there is nothing between you and the Americas! 
Overnight in Stornoway.

DAY 14

Today will be spent exploring some of the prehistoric 
remains on the island as well as its finest beaches. The 
fascinating circular stone fort, or Broch, at Carloway 
will be our first stop followed by more traditional 
crofting communities such as Gearrannan and 
Shawbost. You’ll also have the chance to gain an 
insight into island life at The Blackhouse in Arnol. 
Then it’s on to Callanish with its mysterious ancient 
stone circle. In the afternoon you will head for the 
remote district of Uig with its fine, sandy beaches 
at Bhaltos, dramatic sea cliffs and rugged hills. This 
is the wilderness of the Western Isles at its finest. 
Overnight again in Stornoway.



DAY 15

Travelling south today from the wild moorlands of 
Lewis to the more mountainous Harris – almost 
but not quite an island on its own. Famous for the 
locally produced cloth, Harris Tweed, it is also home 
to the highest mountains in the Outer Hebrides and
the stunning white sands of Luskentyre. After a 
morning of exploring South Harris you will stop for 
lunch in the small port of Tarbet. Here you will catch 
the late afternoon ferry to Skye and continue on to 
the harbour town of Portree, your base for the next
two nights.

DAY 16

Is a very flexible day on Skye. There are many 
possibilities depending on the weather and your 
driver/guide’s knowledge will come to the fore in 
developing the best day out for you. For example 
you might travel north to the stunning Quiraing 
mountain pass and enjoy a spectacular walk 
through some of Skye’s extraordinary geological 
scenery or visit the Kilt Rock, composed of basalt 
columns (reminiscent of the pleats in a kilt)
with its waterfall cascading over the cliffs and down 
into the sea below. Or, after lunch you could travel 
to Neist Point for a walk out to the lighthouse at the 
most westerly point on Skye. Alternatively, a visit to 
Dunvegan Castle, ancient ancestral seat of the Clan 
McLeod, may be possible.

DAY 17

Departing from Portree the return journey to 
Edinburgh has many highlights – a visit to Eilean 
Donan Castle, Fort William and the dramatic scenery 
and dark history of Glencoe. 
Lastly, you will travel through the mountainous 
Central Highlands before returning to Edinburgh in 
the evening.

Please note: The first section of this tour is our 
Islay and the Whisky Coast 4 day tour – please 
note this section of the trip is a specialist Whisky 
tour. Although there are other things to see and 
do on Islay the focus of the tour while on Islay is 
very much on whisky.

No children under the age of 18 are allowed on 
this tour.

On this tour we have pre-booked a 
number of rooms in the beautiful 
Bowmore Distillery Cottages. These are 
self-catering cottages in the grounds 
of the distillery itself and offer a 
unique accommodation experience. 
The cottages have between 3 and 6 
bedrooms and these are all en-suite but 
are NOT serviced during your stay. The 
kitchen and lounge facilities are shared 
and self-service continental breakfast 
ingredients will be provided.

Please note that due to the shared 
nature of the accommodation, 
individual bedrooms do not have 
lockable doors.  When these rooms 
are full we will use nearby B&Bs.




